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C H A P T E R  1

Who Is the
Holy Spirit?

We all use the word “spirit” a great deal. 
Now I want to tell you what I do 

and do not mean by it. In the first place, we 
rule out all of the secondary uses of the word 
“spirit.” I do not mean courage, as when we 
say, “That’s the spirit!” I don’t mean temper 
or temperament or pluck. I mean nothing so 
nebulous as that. Spirit is a specific and iden-
tifiable substance. If not definable, it can at 
least be described. Spirit is as real as matter, 
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but it is another mode of being than matter.
We are all materialists to some extent. We 

are born of material parents into a material 
world; we are wrapped in material clothes and 
fed on material milk and lie in a material bed, 
and sleep and walk and live and talk and grow 
up in a world of matter. Matter presses upon 
us obtrusively and takes over our thinking 
so completely that we cannot speak of spirit 
without using materialistic terms. God made 
man out of the dust of the ground, and man 
has been dust ever since, and we can’t quite 
shake it off.

Matter is one mode of being; spirit is 
another mode of being as authentic as 
matter. Material things have certain char-
acteristics. For instance, they have weight. 
Everything that is material weighs some-
thing; it yields to gravitational pull. Then, 
matter has dimensions; you can measure 
the thing if it is made of matter. It has 
shape. It has an outline of some sort, no 
matter whether it is a molecule or an atom 
or whatever it may be, on up to the stars 
that shine. Then, it is extended in space. 
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How to Be Filled with the Holy Spirit

So I say that weight, dimension, shape 
and extension are the things that belong 
to matter. That is one mode of being; that 
is one way of existing. One power of 
spirit, of any spirit (for I am talking about 
spirit now, not about the Holy Spirit), is its 
ability to penetrate. Matter bumps against 
other matter and stops; it cannot pene-
trate. Spirit can penetrate everything. For 
instance, your body is made of matter, and 
yet your spirit has penetrated your body 
completely. Spirit can penetrate spirit. It 
can penetrate personality—oh, if God’s 
people could only learn that spirit can 
penetrate personality, that your personal-
ity is not an impenetrable substance, but 
can be penetrated. A mind can be pene-
trated by thought, and the air can be pen-
etrated by light, and material things and 
mental things, and even spiritual things, 
can be penetrated by spirit.

W H A T  I S  T H E  H O LY  S P I R I T ?

Now, what is the Holy Spirit? Not who, but 
what? The answer is that the Holy Spirit is a 
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Being dwelling in another mode of existence. 
He has not weight, nor measure, nor size, 
nor any color, no extension in space, but He 
never theless exists as surely as you exist.

The Holy Spirit is not enthusiasm. I have 
found enthusiasm that hummed with excite-
ment, and the Holy Spirit was nowhere to 
be found there at all; and I have found the 
Holy Ghost when there has not been much 
of what we call enthusiasm present. Neither 
is the Holy Spirit another name for genius. 
We talk about the spirit of Beethoven and say, 
“This or that artist played with great spirit.” 
The Holy Spirit is none of these things. Now 
what is He?

He is a Person. Put that down in capital 
letters—that the Holy Spirit is not only a 
Being having another mode of existence, 
but He is Himself a Person, with all the 
qualities and powers of personality. He is not 
matter, but He is substance. The Holy Spirit 
is often thought of as a beneficent wind that 
blows across the Church.

If you think of the Holy Spirit as being liter-
ally a wind, a breath, then you think of Him 
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as nonpersonal and nonindividual. But the 
Holy Spirit has will and intelligence and feel-
ing and knowledge and sympathy and ability 
to love and see and think and hear and speak 
and desire the same as any person has.

You may say, “I believe all that. You surely 
don’t think you are telling us anything new!” I 
don’t hope to tell you very much that is new; 
I only hope to set the table for you, arrang-
ing the dishes a little better and a little more 
attractively so that you will be tempted to 
partake. Many of us have grown up on the 
theology that accepts the Holy Spirit as a 
Person, and even as a divine Person, but for 
some reason it never did us any good. We are 
as empty as ever, we are as joyless as ever, we 
are as far from peace as ever, we are as weak as 
ever. What I want to do is to tell you the old 
things, but while I am doing it, to encour-
age your heart to make them yours now, and 
to walk into the living, throbbing, vibrating 
heart of them, so that from here on your life 
will be altogether different.
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W H O  I S  T H E  H O LY  S P I R I T ?

So the Spirit is a Person. That’s what He is. 
Now who is He?

What the creeds say

The historic church has said that He is God. 
Let me quote from the Nicene Creed: “I be-
lieve in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver 
of life, Which proceedeth from the Father and 
the Son, and with the Father and the Son to-
gether is worshiped and glorified.”

That is what the Church believed about the 
Holy Ghost 1,600 years ago. Let’s be daring 
for a moment. Let’s try to think away this idea 
that the Holy Spirit is truly God. All right. 
Let’s admit something else into the picture. 
Let’s say, “I believe in one Holy Ghost, the 
Lord and Giver of life, who with the Father 
and the Son is to be worshiped and glorified.” 
For the “Holy Ghost,” let’s put in “Abraham, 
the father of the faithful, who with the Father 
and the Son together is worshiped and glori-
fied.” That is a monstrous thing, and in your 
heart already there is a shocked feeling. You 
couldn’t do it. You couldn’t admit a mere man 
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into the holy circle of the Trinity! The Father 
and Son are to be worshiped and glorified, 
and if the Holy Spirit is to be included here 
He has to be equal to the Father and the Son.

Now let’s look at the Athanasian Creed. 
Thirteen hundred years old it is. Notice what 
it says about the Holy Spirit: “Such as the Fa-
ther is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy 
Ghost.” Once more let’s do that terrible thing. 
Let’s introduce into this concept the name 
of a man. Let’s put David in there. Let’s say, 
“Such as the Father is, so also is the Son, and 
such is the hymnist David.” That would be a 
shock like cold water in the face! You can’t do 
that. And you can’t put the archangel Michael 
in there. You can’t say, “Such as the Father is, 
such also is the Son, and such is the archangel 
Michael.” That would be monstrous inconsis-
tency, and you know it!

I have told you what the creeds of the 
church say. If the Bible is taught otherwise, 
I would throw the creeds away. Nobody can 
come down the years with flowing beard, and 
with the dust of centuries upon him, and get 
me to believe a doctrine unless he can give me 
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chapter and verse. I quote the creeds, but I 
preach them only so far as they summarize the 
teachings of the Bible on a given subject. If 
there were any divergency from the teachings 
of the Word of God I would not teach the 
creed; I would teach the Book, for the Book is 
the source of all authentic information. How-
ever, our fathers did a mighty good job of going 
into the Bible, finding out what it taught, and 
then formulating the creeds for us.

What the hymnists say

Now let’s look at what our songwriters and 
our hymnists believed. Recall the words the 
quartet sang this evening:

Holy Ghost, with light divine,  
Shine upon this heart of mine.

Let’s pray that prayer to Gabriel, to Saint 
Bernard, to D. L. Moody. Let’s pray that 
prayer to any man or creature that has ever 
served God. You can’t pray that kind of prayer 
to a creature. To put those word into a hymn 
means that the one about whom you are 
speaking must be God.
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Holy Ghost, with power divine,  
Cleanse this guilty heart of mine.

Who can get into the intricate depths of a 
human soul, into the deep confines of a human 
spirit and cleanse it? Nobody but the God who 
made it! The hymn writer who said “Cleanse 
this guilty heart of mine” meant that the Holy 
Ghost to whom he prayed was God.

Holy Spirit, all divine, 
Dwell within this heart of mine;  
Cast down every idol throne;  
Reign supreme—and reign alone.

The church has sung that now for about 
one hundred years. “Reign supreme—and 
reign alone.” Could you pray that to anybody 
you know? The man who wrote that hymn 
believed that the Holy Ghost was God, other-
wise he wouldn’t have said, “Reign supreme, 
and reign all by Yourself.” That is an invitation 
no man can make to anybody, except the Di-
vine One, except God.
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