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CHAPTER

1

Who Put Jesus on the Cross?

He was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of
our peace was upon him; and with his stripes
we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5)

There is a strange conspiracy of silence in the
world today—even in religious circles—about

man’s responsibility for sin, the reality of judgment,
and about an outraged God and the necessity for a
crucified Savior.

On the other hand, there is an open and power-
ful movement swirling throughout the world de-
signed to give people peace of mind in relieving
them of any historical responsibility for the trial
and crucifixion of Jesus Christ. The problem with
modern decrees and pronouncements in the
name of brotherhood and tolerance is their basic
misconception of Christian theology.

A great shadow lies upon every man and every
woman—the fact that our Lord was bruised and
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wounded and crucified for the entire human race.
This is the basic human responsibility that men
are trying to push off and evade.

Let us not eloquently blame Judas nor Pilate.
Let us not curl our lips at Judas and accuse, “He
sold Him for money!”

Let us pity Pilate, the weak-willed, because he did
not have courage enough to stand for the inno-
cency of the man whom he declared had done no
wrong.

Let us not curse the Jews for delivering Jesus to
be crucified. Let us not single out the Romans in
blaming them for putting Jesus on the cross.

Oh, they were guilty, certainly! But they were our
accomplices in crime. They and we put Him on the
cross, not they alone. That rising malice and anger
that burns so hotly in your being today put Him
there. That basic dishonesty that comes to light in
your being when you knowingly cheat and chisel
on your income tax return—that put Him on the
cross. The evil, the hatred, the suspicion, the jeal-
ousy, the lying tongue, the carnality, the fleshly love
of pleasure—all of these in natural man joined in
putting Him on the cross.

We Put Him There
We may as well admit it. Every one of us in Adam’s

race had a share in putting Him on the cross!
I have often wondered how any professing

Christian man or woman could approach the com-
munion table and participate in the memorial of our
Lord’s death without feeling and sensing the pain
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and the shame of the inward confession: “I, too, am
among those who helped put Him on the cross!”

I remind you that it is characteristic of the natural
man to keep himself so busy with unimportant tri-
fles that he is able to avoid the settling of the most
important matters relating to life and existence.

Men and women will gather anywhere and ev-
erywhere to talk about and discuss every subject
from the latest fashions on up to Plato and philoso-
phy—up and down the scale. They talk about the
necessity for peace. They may talk about the church
and how it can be a bulwark against communism.
None of these things are embarrassing subjects.

But the conversation all stops and the taboo of
silence becomes effective when anyone dares to
suggest that there are spiritual subjects of vital im-
portance to our souls that ought to be discussed
and considered. There seems to be an unwritten
rule in polite society that if any religious subjects
are to be discussed, it must be within the frame-
work of theory—“never let it get personal!”

All the while, there is really only one thing that
is of vital and lasting importance—the fact that
our Lord Jesus Christ “was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and
with his stripes we are healed.”

There are two very strong and terrible words
here—transgressions and iniquities.

A transgression is a breaking away, a revolt from
just authority. In all of the moral universe, only
man and the fallen angels have rebelled and vio-
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lated the authority of God, and men are still in fla-
grant rebellion against that authority.

There is no expression in the English language
which can convey the full weight and force of terror
inherent in the words transgression and iniquity. But
in man’s fall and transgression against the created
order and authority of God we recognize perver-
sion and twistedness and deformity and crooked-
ness and rebellion. These are all there, and,
undeniably, they reflect the reason and the neces-
sity for the death of Jesus Christ on the cross.

The word iniquity is not a good word—and God
knows how we hate it! But the consequences of
iniquity cannot be escaped.

The prophet reminds us clearly that the Savior
was bruised for “our iniquities.”

We deny it and say, “No!” but the fingerprints of
all mankind are plain evidence against us. The au-
thorities have no trouble finding and apprehending
the awkward burglar who leaves his fingerprints on
tables and doorknobs, for they have his record. So,
the fingerprints of man are found in every dark cel-
lar and in every alley and in every dimly lighted evil
place throughout the world—every man’s finger-
prints are recorded and God knows man from man.
It is impossible to escape our guilt and place our
moral responsibilities upon someone else. It is a
highly personal matter—“our iniquities.”

The Breadth of His Wounding
For our iniquities and our transgressions He was

bruised and wounded. I do not even like to tell you
of the implications of His wounding. It really means
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that He was profaned and broken, stained and de-
filed. He was Jesus Christ when men took Him into
their evil hands. Soon He was humiliated and pro-
faned. They plucked out His beard. He was stained
with His own blood, defiled with earth’s grime. Yet
He accused no one and He cursed no one. He was
Jesus Christ, the wounded One.

Israel’s great burden and amazing blunder was
her judgment that this wounded one on the hill-
side beyond Jerusalem was being punished for
His own sin.

Isaiah foresaw this historic error in judgment,
and he himself was a Jew, saying: “We thought
He was smitten of God. We thought that God was
punishing Him for His own iniquity for we did
not know then that God was punishing Him for
our transgressions and our iniquities.”

He was profaned for our sakes. He who is the
second Person of the Godhead was not only
wounded for us, but He was also profaned by ig-
norant and unworthy men.

Isaiah reported that “the chastisement of our
peace was upon him.”

How few there are who realize that it is this
peace—the health and prosperity and welfare and
safety of the individual—which restores us to God.
A chastisement fell upon Him so that we as individ-
ual humans could experience peace with God if we
so desired. But the chastisement was upon Him. Re-
buke, discipline and correction—these are found in
chastisement. He was beaten and scourged in pub-
lic by the decree of the Romans. They lashed Him in
public view as they later lashed Paul. They
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whipped and punished Him in full view of the jeer-
ing public, and His bruised and bleeding and swol-
len person was the answer to the peace of the world
and to the peace of the human heart. He was chas-
tised for our peace; the blows fell upon Him.

I do not suppose there is any more humiliating
punishment ever devised by mankind than that of
whipping and flogging grown men in public view.
Many men who have been put in a jail have become
a kind of hero in the eye of the public. Heavy fines
have been assessed against various offenders of the
law, but it is not unusual for such an offender to
boast and brag about his escape. But when a bad
man is taken out before a laughing, jeering crowd,
stripped to the waist and soundly whipped like a
child—a bad child—he loses face and has no boast-
ing left. He will probably never be the bold, bad
man he was before. That kind of whipping and
chastisement breaks the spirit and humiliates. The
chagrin is worse than the lash that falls on the back.

I speak for myself as a forgiven and justified sin-
ner, and I think I speak for a great host of forgiven
and born-again men and women, when I say that in
our repentance we sensed just a fraction and just a
token of the wounding and chastisement which fell
upon Jesus Christ as He stood in our place and in
our behalf. A truly penitent man who has realized
the enormity of his sin and rebellion against God
senses a violent revulsion against himself—he does
not feel that he can actually dare to ask God to let
him off. But peace has been established, for the
blows have fallen on Jesus Christ. He was publicly
humiliated and disgraced as a common thief,
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wounded and bruised and bleeding under the lash
for sins He did not commit, for rebellions in which
He had no part, for iniquity in the human stream
that was an outrage to a loving God and Creator.

The Significance of His Stripes
Isaiah sums up his message of a substitutionary

atonement with the good news that “with his
stripes we are healed.”

The meaning of these “stripes” in the original lan-
guage is not a pleasant description. It means to be ac-
tually hurt and injured until the entire body is black
and blue as one great bruise. Mankind has always
used this kind of bodily laceration as a punitive meas-
ure. Society has always insisted upon the right to pun-
ish a man for his own wrong-doing. The punishment
is generally suited to the nature of the crime. It is a
kind of revenge—society taking vengeance against
the person who dared flout the rules.

But the suffering of Jesus Christ was not puni-
tive. It was not for Himself and not for punish-
ment of anything that He Himself had done.

The suffering of Jesus was corrective. He was
willing to suffer in order that He might correct us
and perfect us, so that His suffering might not be-
gin and end in suffering, but that it might begin in
suffering and end in healing.

Brethren, that is the glory of the cross! That is
the glory of the kind of sacrifice that was for so
long in the heart of God! That is the glory of the
kind of atonement that allows a repentant sinner
to come into peaceful and gracious fellowship
with his God and Creator! It began in His suffer-
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ing and it ended in our healing. It began in His
wounds and ended in our purification. It began in
His bruises and ended in our cleansing.

What is our repentance? I discover that repen-
tance is mainly remorse for the share we had in the
revolt that wounded Jesus Christ, our Lord. Fur-
ther, I have discovered that truly repentant men
never quite get over it, for repentance is not a state
of mind and spirit that takes its leave as soon as God
has given forgiveness and as soon as cleansing is re-
alized.

That painful and acute conviction that accompa-
nies repentance may well subside and a sense of
peace and cleansing come, but even the holiest of
justified men will think back over his part in the
wounding and the chastisement of the Lamb of
God. A sense of shock will still come over him. A
sense of wonder will remain—wonder that the
Lamb that was wounded should turn His wounds
into the cleansing and forgiveness of one who
wounded Him.

This brings to mind a gracious moving in many
of our evangelical church circles—a willingness to
move toward the spiritual purity of heart taught
and exemplified so well by John Wesley in a time
of spiritual dryness.

In spite of the fact that the word sanctification is a
good Bible word, we have experienced a period in
which evangelical churches hardly dared breathe
the word because of the fear of being classified
among the “holy rollers.”

Not only is the good word sanctification coming
back, but I am hopeful that what the word stands
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for in the heart and mind of God is coming back,
too. The believing Christian, the child of God,
should have a holy longing and desire for the pure
heart and clean hands that are a delight to his Lord.
It was for this that Jesus Christ allowed Himself to
be humiliated, maltreated, lacerated. He was
bruised, wounded and chastised so that the people
of God could be a cleansed and spiritual people—in
order that our minds might be pure and our
thoughts pure. This provision all began in His suf-
fering and ends in our cleansing. It began with His
open, bleeding wounds and ends in peaceful hearts
and calm and joyful demeanor in His people.

Amazement at the Mystery of Godliness
Every humble and devoted believer in Jesus

Christ must have his own periods of wonder and
amazement at this mystery of godliness—the will-
ingness of the Son of Man to take our place in judg-
ment and in punishment. If the amazement has all
gone out of it, something is wrong, and you need to
have the stony ground broken up again!

I often remind you that Paul, one of the holiest
men who ever lived, was not ashamed of his times
of remembrance and wonder over the grace and
kindness of God. He knew that God did not hold
his old sins against him forever. Knowing the ac-
count was all settled, Paul’s happy heart assured
him again and again that all was well. At the same
time, Paul could only shake his head in amazement,
and confess: “I am unworthy to be called, but by His
grace, I am a new creation in Jesus Christ!”
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I make this point about the faith and assurance
and rejoicing of Paul in order to say that if that
humble sense of perpetual penance ever leaves our
justified being, we are on the way to backsliding.

Charles Finney, one of the greatest of all of God’s
men throughout the years, testified that in the
midst of his labors and endeavors in bringing men
to Christ, he would at times sense a coldness in his
own heart.

Finney did not excuse it. In his writings he told
of having to turn from all of his activities, seeking
God’s face and Spirit anew in fasting and prayer.

“I plowed up until I struck fire and met God,” he
wrote. What a helpful and blessed formula for the
concerned children of God in every generation!

Those who compose the Body of Christ, His
church, must be inwardly aware of two basic facts
if we are to be joyfully effective for our Lord.

We must have the positive knowledge that we
are clean through His wounds, with God’s peace re-
alized through His stripes. This is how God assures
us that we may be all right inside. In this spiritual
condition, we will treasure the purity of His cleans-
ing and we will not excuse any evil or wrong-doing.

Also, we must keep upon us a joyful and compel-
ling sense of gratitude for the bruised and wounded
One, our Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, what a mystery of
redemption—that the bruises of One healed the
bruises of many; that the wounds of One healed the
wounds of millions; that the stripes of One healed
the stripes of many.

The wounds and bruises that should have fallen
upon us fell upon Him, and we are saved for His sake!
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Many years ago, an historic group of Presby-
terians were awed by the wonder and the mystery
of Christ’s having come in the flesh to give Himself
as an offering for every man’s sin.

Those humble Christians said to one another:
“Let us walk softly and search our hearts and wait
on God and seek His face throughout the next three
months. Then we will come to the communion ta-
ble with our hearts prepared—lest the table of our
Lord should become a common and careless thing.”

God still seeks humble, cleansed and trusting
hearts through which to reveal His divine power
and grace and life. A professional botanist from the
university can describe the acacia bush of the desert
better than Moses could ever do—but God is still
looking for the humble souls who are not satisfied
until God speaks with the divine fire in the bush.

A research scientist could be employed to stand
and tell us more about the elements and proper-
ties found in bread and wine than the apostles
ever knew. But this is our danger: we may have
lost the light and warmth of the Presence of God,
and we may have only bread and wine. The fire
will have gone from the bush, and the glory will
not be in our act of communion and fellowship.

It is not so important that we know all of the
history and all of the scientific facts, but it is vastly
important that we desire and know and cherish
the Presence of the Living God, who has given
“Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propiti-
ation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also
for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:1-2).
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