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1 

An Introduction  to  the  Psalm 

THERE I S PERHAP S n o mor e familia r passag e o f 
Scripture tha n th e Twenty-third Psalm . I t i s on e of 
the earliest extended portions committed t o memory 
in childhood . Vers e 1  of th e psal m present s a  ver y 
present hel p i n tim e o f troubl e when , o n praye r 
meeting night , th e pasto r suddenl y ask s his congre -
gation fo r a  vers e o f Scripture . Immediatel y some -
one will spring up an d say , "Th e LOR D i s my shep -
herd, I  shal l not want," before someon e else can ge t 
to it . 

It i s thi s ver y familiarit y wit h th e psal m whic h 
constitutes it s peril . Someon e ha s said , "Familiarit y 
breeds contempt. " I  assum e tha t thi s i s intended t o 
indicate tha t eithe r appreciatio n o f o r dislik e fo r 
certain situation s ma y b e graduall y modifie d b y 
constant association . Certainl y long familiarity wit h 
a passag e o f Scripture , suc h a s th e Twenty-thir d 
Psalm, ma y caus e on e t o los e th e kee n edg e o f ap -
preciation an d jus t tak e i t fo r granted . Thi s ha s 
been th e fate o f thi s wonderful portio n o f Scriptur e 
at th e hand s o f thousand s o f reall y born-agai n be -
lievers. 

During nearl y sixt y year s i n th e ministr y I  hav e 
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heard hundred s o f peopl e quot e th e firs t vers e o f 
Psalm 2 3 eve n thoug h i t wa s obviou s tha t th e 
verse ha d almos t n o applicatio n t o thei r dail y ex -
perience. The y coul d quot e th e words , "Th e LOR D 
is my shepherd ; I  shal l no t want, " bu t I  kne w thei r 
life wa s a  wildernes s o f "want. " Wha t the y reall y 
meant was, "The Lord is my Saviour, an d I a m glad 
He is. " They ha d faile d utterl y t o realize tha t ther e 
is a  vas t differenc e betwee n th e saviourhood  o f 
Jesus Chris t an d th e shepherdhood  o f Jesu s Christ . 
One ma y kno w th e Lor d a s Saviour  an d kno w al -
most nothin g o f Hi m a s Shepherd,  a s reveale d i n 
this marvelous psalm . 

The Ne w Testamen t present s th e Lor d Jesu s a s 
exercising a  threefol d shepher d ministry . I n Joh n 
10:11 H e call s Himsel f th e "goo d shepherd " an d 
declares tha t "th e goo d shepher d givet h hi s lif e fo r 
the sheep. " I n Hebrew s 13:2 0 th e inspire d write r 
calls th e Lor d "tha t grea t shepher d o f th e sheep " 
and say s tha t H e becam e th e grea t Shepher d 
through bein g "brough t agai n fro m th e dead. " I n 
1 Pete r 5: 4 th e Lor d Jesu s i s calle d "th e chie f 
shepherd" an d Pete r declare s tha t H e become s th e 
chief Shepher d i n His secon d adven t when He shal l 
give t o Hi s ow n " a crow n o f glor y tha t fadet h no t 
away." 

Here, then , th e Lord Jesu s is placed before u s a s 
the goo d Shepherd , th e grea t Shepherd , an d th e 
chief Shepherd . A s th e goo d Shepherd , H e dies 
for th e sheep . A s th e grea t Shepherd , H e lives  fo r 
the sheep. As the chie f Shepherd , H e comes  fo r th e 
sheep. 
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It i s the relationship o f th e good Shepherd  t o th e 
sheep rather tha n the relationship o f the great Shep-
herd to the sheep that i s referred t o by many people 
when the y quot e vers e 1  o f Psal m 23 . The y ar e 
thinking o f th e ministr y o f th e goo d Shepher d wh o 
died fo r the m o n Calvary' s cross , an d who , fo r tha t 
matter, i s als o livin g i n heave n an d who m the y ar e 
sure the y wil l mee t someday . Th e gloriou s trut h 
that they should be meeting Him every  day  in green 
pastures an d besid e stil l water s ha s neve r dawne d 
upon them , o r a t leas t ha s neve r becom e a  blessed , 
daily experienc e i n thei r Christia n life . Tru e i t i s 
that on e canno t kno w Chris t a s Shepherd  withou t 
knowing Hi m a s Saviour,  bu t th e traged y i s tha t 
born-again believer s wh o kno w Hi m a s Saviou r 
may neve r kno w Him i n thei r dail y experience a s a 
blessed presen t Shepherd . 

This threefol d shepher d ministr y o f Chris t i s 
beautifully se t fort h i n th e triple t psalms , namely , 
Psalms 22 , 2 3 an d 24 . Psal m 2 2 present s Hi m a s 
the good Shepher d in death . Psalm 2 3 presents Him 
as the great Shepherd in life. Psalm 2 4 presents Him 
as th e chie f Shepher d i n Hi s sure return . 

The opening sentence of Psalm 22 is the very dic-
tation o f Calvary' s cr y o f rejection—"M y God , m y 
God, wh y has t tho u forsake n me? " Thes e word s 
are no t primarily a  quotation fro m Matthe w 27:46 , 
but Matthew 27:4 6 i s the Lord Jesu s Himself quot -
ing from Psal m 22:1—quotin g i n awful , litera l an d 
terrible fulfillmen t al l o f th e black an d overwhelm -
ing porten t o f thes e words ! 

Psalm 2 2 i s a  litera l wor d pictur e o f th e experi -
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ences o f deat h b y crucifixion ; bu t mor e tha n that , 
the death  of  the  Son  of  God  b y crucifixion . Eve n 
the detail s o f garment s parted , lot s cas t upo n ves -
ture, an d pierce d hand s and feet, ar e here laid bare 
before us . Surel y thi s i s th e goo d Shepher d givin g 
His life for His sheep. 

I canno t accep t th e vie w tha t Psal m 2 2 ha s ref -
erence t o a  particular , persona l experienc e o f Da -
vid. Ther e ar e som e thing s i n thi s psal m whic h 
David neve r experienced . Fo r instance , loo k a t 
verses 1 6 an d 18 , "They pierce d m y hand s an d m y 
feet. .  . .  They par t m y garments amon g them , an d 
cast lot s upon m y vesture." This was never don e t o 
David. I  recogniz e tha t i n man y o f th e propheti c 
psalms there is a near an d a  remote fulfillment . Fo r 
instance, whe n Davi d sai d i n Psal m 41:9 , "Min e 
own familia r friend , i n who m I  trusted , whic h di d 
eat of my bread, hath lifted u p his heel against me", 
he certainl y wa s referrin g t o hi s ow n experience . 
But in Joh n 13:1 8 w e discover tha t th e Lord Jesu s 
Christ reaches back ove r the centuries an d lift s tha t 
little, almos t forgotten , expressio n o f Davi d ou t o f 
its ancient setting , an d say s "tha t th e scripture ma y 
be fulfilled, H e that eateth bread with me hath lifte d 
up hi s hee l agains t me, " an d applie d i t t o Hi s ex -
perience wit h Judas . I n thi s cas e th e grea t camer a 
focus i n thi s prophecy wa s not directe d particularl y 
on David . H e wa s simpl y caugh t o n th e sidelines . 
The eye of the camera was really on th e Lord Jesu s 
and Judas . Thi s give s u s th e well-know n principl e 
of nea r an d remot e fulfillment s i n connectio n wit h 
the same prophecy, bu t this is not the case in Psalm 
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22. Her e ther e i s bu t on e individua l wh o walk s i n 
the terribl e picture . I t i s none othe r tha n th e goo d 
Shepherd movin g int o th e plac e o f deat h fo r Hi s 
sheep. 

Psalm 23 sets the Lord forth in His present minis-
try. Every verb in the psalm i s in th e present tense . 
It i s somethin g tha t th e Lord Jesu s i s doin g fo r u s 
now. I t i s th e goo d Shepher d who m w e jus t sa w 
dying i n Psal m 2 2 wh o i s no w livin g a s th e great 
Shepherd i n Psalm 23. 

Yes, Psal m 2 3 present s th e Lor d Jesu s a s doin g 
something fo r m e right  now.  I n Psal m 2 2 H e di d 
something fo r m e onc e an d foreve r tha t H e wil l 
never hav e t o d o again—H e die d fo r m y sins . Bu t 
there i s somethin g abou t thi s ol d sinfu l hear t o f 
mine tha t make s i t necessary t o have Somebod y u p 
in heaven to keep it right. Every day and every hour 
and ever y momen t I  hav e t o hav e Someon e livin g 
for m e an d in  m e wh o ca n crucif y ever y unhol y 
thought, ever y unhol y act , an d kee p m e in a  plac e 
of usablenes s befor e a  hol y God . An d tha t i s ex -
actly wha t we see Him doin g i n Psalm 23 . 

Let u s neve r ceas e t o stan d wit h Pau l i n th e 
presence o f tha t lon e Suffere r o n Calvary' s cros s 
and say , "H e love d me,  an d gav e Himsel f fo r me." 
Blessed occupation ! Bu t no t blesse d enoug h i f tha t 
is a s fa r a s ou r visio n an d conceptio n o f Calvar y 
extends. Divin e urgenc y i s upo n u s no t t o engag e 
in thi s blessed occupatio n less,  but t o engag e i n a n 
additional occupatio n whic h wil l eventuat e i n a 
glorious lif e o f dail y victory . D o no t leave  Psal m 
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22, but do not fail t o enter Psalm 23 in daily Chris-
tian experience . 

It was this progression t o new an d deepe r depth s 
in Christian experience without forsaking th e funda -
mentals an d rudiment s o f tha t Christia n experienc e 
which Pau l ha d i n min d whe n h e sai d i n Hebrew s 
6:1-2, "Therefor e leavin g the principles o f th e doc-
trine of Christ , le t us go on unto perfection; no t lay-
ing agai n th e foundatio n o f repentanc e fro m dea d 
works, an d o f fait h towar d God , o f th e doctrin e o f 
baptisms, an d o f layin g o n o f hands , an d o f resur -
rection o f th e dead , an d o f eterna l judgment. " A t 
first glanc e thi s look s lik e a n appea l fro m Pau l fo r 
the Christia n t o desert  th e rudimentar y fundamen -
tals an d foundation s o f th e Christia n fait h an d g o 
on unto perfection. Bu t a  careful examinatio n o f the 
passage discloses tha t i t is exactly the opposite . I t i s 
an appeal to go to the perfection o f a  full , rounded , 
victorious Christian lif e based upon these very foun -
dations whic h h e her e enumerates . 

We se e thi s principle—o f progressio n withou t 
forsaking—all aroun d us . Th e house , i n it s build -
ing, leaves the foundation withou t forsakin g it . Th e 
book, in its writing, leaves the alphabet withou t for -
saking it . Th e anthe m leave s th e scal e withou t for -
saking it . Th e foundatio n remain s a n essentia l par t 
of the house, but the superstructure i s essential also . 
The alphabe t remain s a  par t o f th e book , bu t i t 
must b e arrange d int o orderl y literature . Th e scal e 
remains a  par t o f th e anthem , bu t wh o would wan t 
an anthe m o f al l scale s an d n o oratorio ? S o th e 
Christian, i n going o n t o perfection , leave s some of 



A N INTRODUCTIO N T O TH E PSAL M 1 5 

the firs t principle s withou t forsakin g them . H e i s 
not foreve r t o liv e solely i n th e glorious realizatio n 
of sin s forgiven throug h th e crucifixio n o f th e good 
Shepherd. Th e appea l i s t o mov e o n fro m tha t 
blessed vantag e poin t int o a  fuller , richer , deeper , 
sweeter experienc e o f a n increasin g knowledg e o f 
what th e rise n Shepher d want s t o d o fo r hi m her e 
and now. This is the story o f Psal m 23. 

In Psal m 2 4 w e ar e introduce d t o th e sam e 
blessed Perso n again , bu t i n Hi s ministr y a s th e 
chief Shepherd . Th e psalmis t cries , "Lif t u p you r 
heads, O ye gates; and be ye lifted up , ye everlasting 
doors; an d th e Kin g o f glor y shal l com e in . .  .  . 
Who i s thi s Kin g o f glory ? Th e LOR D o f hosts , h e 
is the King o f glory " (w . 7-10) . 

Some expositor s hav e fel t tha t thi s was th e son g 
of th e angel s welcomin g th e Lor d Jesu s bac k t o 
heaven i n th e hou r o f Hi s ascension . Bu t thi s view 
does no t see m acceptable . Th e Lor d Jesu s di d no t 
go back t o heaven a s "the King" and He is not now 
enjoying th e "glory" which shal l be His as the King. 
He went bac k t o heaven no t a s the King  bu t a s the 
Priest. Here again we find thi s same beautiful minis -
try o f Chris t represente d i n th e title s Prophet , 
Priest an d King . A s th e Prophet , H e cam e fro m 
God t o th e people . A s th e Priest , H e wen t bac k 
from th e people to God. As the King, He wil l reign 
some day . A s th e Prophet , H e tol d th e peopl e th e 
story o f God' s lov e in scarle t letter s o f agon y writ -
ten in the crimson o f Hi s own precious blood . Thi s 
is the story of Psal m 22 . As the Priest , He went in -
to th e presenc e o f Go d fo r Hi s people , ther e t o 
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live for the m and in them, and to lead them into th e 
fullness o f dail y supply . Thi s i s th e story o f Psal m 
23. A s the King of glory , He will be coming on e of 
these days. What a  King He will be an d wha t glor y 
will be His! 

It migh t b e o f profi t fo r u s t o examin e a  littl e 
more closel y ou r reason s fo r rejectin g th e "wel -
come" theory t o which w e have alread y referred . I t 
seems tha t th e very title s use d i n th e closin g verse s 
of Psal m 2 4 ar e no t thos e whic h ar e applicabl e t o 
the Lord Jesu s in the hour of His ascension , o r dur -
ing th e centurie s whic h hav e passe d int o histor y 
since. H e i s calle d i n thes e closin g verses , "Th e 
King o f glor y an d th e Lor d o f hosts. " His prowes s 
on th e fiel d o f battl e is indicated i n th e titl e "Lor d 
of hosts. " It i s true, of course , tha t th e Lor d Jesu s 
did engag e in a  battle on Calvar y an d i n th e tomb , 
but th e titl e her e use d applie s mor e specificall y t o 
His victorie s i n th e fiel d o f wha t migh t b e calle d 
mihtary conquests . It i s the title which pictures Hi m 
in furiou s actio n an d devastatin g victorie s i n con -
quest ove r th e kingdom s an d scheme s o f me n rath -
er tha n th e grea t spiritua l conquest s o f Calvary . 
The demonstratio n o f th e Lord Jesu s Chris t a s th e 
Lord o f host s await s tha t da y when a s the King o f 
glory H e rides  fort h o n th e whit e stee d o f heave n 
to implement Hi s decree which He uttered i n Psalm 
2 whe n H e declare d tha t H e woul d brea k th e na -
tions "wit h a  rod o f iron " and "das h the m in pieces 
like a  potter' s vessel. " 

One o f thes e day s th e Pries t wil l aris e fro m th e 
mercy sea t in heaven an d wil l lay asid e His priestly 
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robes. Hi s priestl y ministr y wil l b e over . Th e two -
edged swor d wil l flas h fro m Hi s mouth , fir e wil l 
leap fro m Hi s eyes , Hi s fee t wil l becom e lik e bur -
nished brass , and upon His thigh wil l be written th e 
name "King of kings and Lord o f lords." As He sit s 
upon th e white horse of th e skies , poised, read y fo r 
the downward rush in all the fury an d wrath o f Go d 
upon a  world tha t ha s sai d o f Hi m an d His Father , 
"Let u s brea k thei r band s asunde r an d cas t awa y 
their cord s fro m us, " i t seems I  ca n se e the might y 
angel choru s read y a t th e signa l t o burs t ou t i n 
mighty song , "Lif t u p you r heads , O  y e gates ; an d 
be y e lifte d up , y e everlastin g doors. " I n othe r 
words, rol l bac k th e might y door s an d gate s o f 
heaven in orde r tha t th e King o f glory , the Lord of 
hosts, ma y rid e fort h i n might y triump h an d com e 
into possessio n o f Hi s ow n kingdom . 

Indeed, H e wil l b e th e Kin g of glor y then . Tha t 
will be the day when the little kings of earth will cry 
for rock s an d mountain s t o hid e the m fro m th e 
wrath o f His face. That wil l be the day when proud , 
boasting, self-sufficien t kingdom s o f eart h wil l 
crumble lik e dust . Tha t wil l be th e da y when ever y 
high an d haught y imaginatio n o f wicke d me n wil l 
burn i n th e blaz e o f Hi s fierc e ange r lik e a  mot h 
caught i n th e blaz e o f a  blowtorch . Tha t wil l b e 
the da y whe n eve n th e imagination s o f si n wil l b e 
turned to ashe s in the white heat o f His holy anger . 
What a  day ! 

Now i t was no t a  kin g who wen t fro m th e tom b 
to th e skies—i t wa s a  Priest . Ther e H e i s t o plea d 
His own precious blood o n behal f o f ever y trustin g 
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soul, ther e t o was h an d cleans e ever y born-agai n 
child o f God , ther e t o liv e an d lea d Hi s peopl e i n 
green pasture s an d besid e stil l waters . Fro m thos e 
same heaven s H e wil l com e agai n a s th e everlast -
ing doors ar e lifted up . He wil l come forth a s Kin g 
of glor y an d Lor d o f hosts . 

The virgi n wom b opene d an d gav e u s th e goo d 
Shepherd. Th e virgin tom b opened an d gav e us th e 
great Shepherd . Th e virgin skie s will open an d giv e 
us the chie f Shepherd . 

It is because o f al l this revelation i n Psalm 2 3 of 
such abundan t blessin g an d suppl y fo r daily , vic -
torious Christia n livin g tha t w e wer e le d t o sa y i n 
the beginnin g tha t th e psal m set s fort h a n experi -
ence wit h th e Lor d Jesu s sadl y unknow n t o thou -
sands of born-again believers , Psalm 23 is  the high-
est, widest, most  glorious  experience  into  which  it  is 
possible for  God  to  lead  a  born-again  believer  this 
side of  heaven. 

Let u s loo k a t thes e triple t psalm s (22 , 2 3 an d 
24) i n outlin e form : 

I. I n Psal m 22-—Chris t forsake n b y Hi s 
Father an d despise d b y th e people . 

In Psal m 23—Christ , th e living Shepherd . 
In Psal m 24—Christ , th e comin g Kin g o f 
glory. 

Ð. I n Psalm 22-—the cross with it s shame. 
In Psal m 23—th e crook with it s care. 
In Psalm 24—the Kin g with Hi s crown . 

III. I n Psalm 22—the good  Shepher d in  death 
for Hi s sheep . 
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In Psalm 23—the great Shepherd living for 
His sheep . 
In Psalm 24—the chief  Shepher d coming 
for Hi s sheep . 

IV. I n Psalm 22—Christ's yesterday  o f suffer -
ing. 
In Psalm 23—Christ's today  o f grace . 
In Psalm 24—Christ's forever  o f splendor . 

V. I n Psalm 22—Christ strengthless . 
In Psalm 23—Christ strengthening . 
In Psalm 24—Christ strong . 

VI. I n Psalm 22—Christ's cry . 
In Psalm 23—Christ's comfort . 
In Psalm 24—Christ's claim . 

VII. I n Psalm 22—Christ brought low. 
In Psalm 23—Christ bringin g home . 
In Psalm 24—Christ a t home . 

VIII. I n Psalm 22—Christ dishonored . 
In Psalm 23—Christ honoring . 
In Psalm 24—Christ honored . 




