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CHAPTER I 

THREE CLASSE S O P ME N 

THERE i s a n obviou s difference i n th e characte r 
and qualit y o f th e dail y lif e o f Christians . 

This differenc e i s acknowledge d an d define d i n th e 
New Testament . Ther e i s als o a  possibl e improve -
ment i n th e characte r an d qualit y o f th e dail y îif e 
of man y Christians . Thi s improvemen t i s ex -
perienced b y al l suc h Christian s wh o fulfi l cer -
tain conditions . Thes e conditions , too , for m a n 
important them e i n th e Wor d o f God . 

The Apostl e Paul , b y th e Spirit , ha s divide d th e 
whole huma n famil y int o thre e groups : (1 ) Th e 
"natural man, " wh o i s unregenerate , o r un -
changed spiritually ; (2 ) th e "carna l man, " wh o i s 
a "bab e i n Christ, " an d walk s "a s a  man" ; an d 
(3) th e "spir i tual " man . Thes e group s ar e 
classified b y th e Apostl e accordin g t o thei r abilit y 
to understan d an d receiv e a  certai n bod y o f 
Truth, whic h i s of things "revealed"  unt o us by th e 
Spirit. Me n ar e vitall y differen t on e fro m th e 
other a s regard s th e fac t o f th e ne w birt h an d th e 
life o f powe r an d blessing ; bu t thei r classificatio n 
is mad e eviden t b y thei r attitud e towar d thing s 
revealed. 

In 1  Cor. 2: 9 to 3 :4 thi s threefold classificatio n i s 
stated. Th e passag e open s a s follows : "Bu t a s i t 

3 



4 H e T h a t I s Spiritua l 

is written, Eye hat h no t seen , nor ea r heard , neithe r 
have entere d int o th e hear t o f man , th e thing s 
which Go d hat h prepare d fo r the m tha t lov e him . 
But Go d hat h reveale d the m unt o u s b y hi s 
Spirit ." A  distinctio n i s her e draw n betwee n 
those genera l subject s o f huma n knowledg e whic h 
are receive d throug h th e eye-gate , th e ear-gate , o r 
the " h e a r t " (th e powe r t o reason) , an d othe r 
subjects whic h ar e sai d t o hav e bee n "revealed" 
unto u s b y Hi s Spirit . Ther e i s n o referenc e her e 
to an y revelatio n othe r tha n tha t whic h i s alread y 
contained i n th e Scripture s o f Truth , an d thi s 
revelation i s boundless , a s th e passag e goe s o n t o 
state: " F o r th e Spiri t [wh o reveals ] searchet h 
all things , yea , th e dee p thing s o f God. " 

Men ar e classifie d accordin g t o thei r abilit y t o 
understand an d receiv e th e "dee p thing s o f 
God." Int o thes e "dee p thing s o f God " n o un -
aided ma n ca n go . " F o r wha t ma n knowet h th e 
things o f a  man , sav e th e spiri t o f man^whic h i s 
in him ? eve n s o th e thing s o f Go d knowet h n o 
man, bu t th e Spiri t o f God " (know s them) . A n 
unaided ma n ma y ente r freel y int o th e thing s o f 
his fello w ma n becaus e o f " th e spiri t o f ma n whic h 
is i n him. " H e canno t exten d hi s sphere . H e 
cannot kno w experimentall y th e thing s o f th e 
animal worl d belo w him , an d certainl y h e can -
not ente r a  highe r spher e an d kno w experimentall y 
the thing s o f God . Eve n thoug h man , o f himself , 
cannot kno w th e thing s o f God , th e Spiri t know s 
them, an d a  ma n ma y b e s o relate d t o th e Spiri t 
that h e to o ma y kno w them . Th e passag e con -
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tinues: "No w w e hav e received , no t th e spiri t 
of th e world , bu t th e Spiri t whic h i s o f God ; tha t 
we ma y kno w th e thing s [th e "dee p thing s o f 
God," whic h ey e hat h no t seen , etc. ] tha t ar e 
freely give n t o u s o f God. " "W e [tha t is , al l 
saved, excludin g none ] hav e receive d th e Spiri t 
which i s o f God. " Her e i s a  grea t potentiality . 
Being s o vitall y relate d t o th e Spiri t O Í God a s t o 
have Hi m abidin g within , i t i s possible , becaus e o f 
that fact , t o com e t o kno w "th e thing s tha t ar e 
freely give n t o u s o f God. " W e coul d neve r 
know the m o f ourselves : th e Spiri t knows , H e 
indwells, an d H e reveals . 

This divin e revelatio n i s transmitte d t o u s i n 
"words" whic h th e Hol y Spiri t teacheth , a s th e 
Apostle goe s o n t o state : "Whic h thing s als o w e 
speak, no t i n th e word s whic h man' s wisdo m 
teacheth, bu t whic h th e Hol y Spiri t teacheth ; 
comparing spiritua l thing s wit h spiritual. " 
God's Boo k i s a  Boo k o f words  an d th e ver y 
words whic h conve y "man' s wisdom " ar e use d 
to conve y thing s whic h "ey e hat h no t seen , no r 
ear heard , neithe r hav e entere d int o th e hear t o f 
man." Nevertheles s unaide d ma n canno t under -
stand thes e "dee p thing s o f God, " thoug h couche d 
in word s mos t familia r t o man , excep t a s the y ar e 
"revealed" b y th e Spirit . Jus t so , i n comin g 
to kno w thes e reveale d things , progres s i s mad e 
only a s on e spiritua l thin g i s compare d wit h an -
other spiritua l thing . Spiritua l thing s mus t b e 
communicated b y spiritua l means . Apar t fro m th e 
Spirit ther e ca n b e n o spiritua l understanding . 
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THE NATURA L MA N 

"But th e natura l ma n receivet h no t th e thing s 
[the reveale d o r dee p things ] o f th e Spiri t o f 
God : for the y ar e foolishnes s unt o hi m : neither ca n 
he kno w them , becaus e the y ar e spirituall y dis -
cerned." I n thi s passag e th e natura l ma n i s no t 
blamed fo r hi s inability . I t i s simpl y a n accurat e 
statement o f th e fac t o f hi s limitations . Th e pas -
sage als o goe s o n t o assig n th e exac t caus e o f thes e 
limitations. W e hav e jus t bee n tol d tha t revela -
tion i s by th e Spirit . I t therefor e follow s tha t th e 
"natural man " i s helples s t o understan d thing s 
revealed becaus e h e ha s no t receive d " th e Spiri t 
which i s o f God. " H e ha s receive d onl y "th e 
spirit o f ma n whic h i s i n him. " Thoug h h e may , 
with "man' s wisdom, " b e abl e t o rea d th e words , 
he canno t receiv e thei r spiritua l meaning . T o 
him th e revelatio n i s "foolishness. " H e canno t 
"receive" it , o r "know"  it . 

The precedin g verse s o f th e contex t (1:18 , 23 ) 
have define d a  par t o f th e divin e revelatio n whic h 
is sai d t o b e "foolishness " t o th e "natura l man" : 
" F o r th e preachin g o f th e cros s i s t o thert i tha t 
perish foolishness ; bu t unt o u s whic h ar e save d 
it i s th e powe r o f God. " "Bu t w e preac h Chris t 
crucified, unt o th e Jew s a  stumblin g block , an d 
unto th e Greek s [Gentiles ] foolishness. " Muc h 
more tha n th e mer e historica l fac t o f th e deat h 
of Chris t i s her e meant . I t i s th e divin e unfold -
ing o f redemptio n throug h grac e an d include s al l 
the eterna l relationship s tha t ar e mad e possibl e 
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thereby. Th e mora l principle s an d man y o f th e 
religious teaching s o f th e Bibl e ar e withi n th e 
range o f th e capacit y o f th e "natura l man. " 
From thes e source s h e ma y eloquentl y preac h ; yea, 
and mos t seriously , no t eve n knowin g tha t "th e 
deep thing s o f God " exist . 

Satan, i n hi s counterfei t system s 'o f truth , i s 
said t o hav e "dee p things " t o revea l (Rev . 2:24 ) 
and "doctrine s o f devils " ( 1 Tim . 4 : 1 , 2 ) whic h 
things, o n th e othe r hand , ar e a s certainl y no t 
received b y th e tru e chil d o f Go d ; fo r i t i s said , 
"And a  strange r wil l the y no t follow , bu t wil l 
flee fro m him : fo r the y kno w no t th e voic e o f 
strangers" (Joh n 10:5) . Ye t th e "dee p things " 
of Sata n ar e strangel y adapte d t o th e blinded , 
"natural man " an d are , therefore , receive d b y 
him. Ever y moder n cul t i s evidenc e establishin g 
the truthfulnes s o f thi s statement . 

The unsave d man , thoug h educate d wit h al l o f 
"man's wisdom, " an d thoug h religiou s an d at -
tentive, i s blin d t o th e gospe l ( 2 Cor . 4 : 3 , 4 ) an d 
if calle d upo n t o formulat e a  doctrina l statement , 
will naturall y formulat e a  "ne w theology " whic h 
is s o "re-stated " a s t o omi t th e rea l meanin g o f 
the cros s wit h it s unfoldin g o f th e "dee p thing s 
of God. " Th e cross , a s a  substitutionar y sacri -
fice fo r sin , i s "foolishness " unt o him . Hi s ver y 
limitations a s a  "natura l man " deman d tha t thi s 
shall b e so . Huma n wisdo m canno t hel p him , fo r 
" the worl d b y wisdo m kne w no t God. " O n th e 
other hand , th e boundles s "dee p thing s o f God " 
are t o b e "freely"  give n t o th e on e wh o ha s re -
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ceived " th e Spiri t whic h i s o f God. " Th e tru e 
child o f Go d may,  therefore , b e taugh t th e divin e 
revelation, havin g receive d th e Spirit . A  traine d 
mind, i t ma y b e added , wil l greatl y assist ; bu t 
apart fro m th e presenc e o f th e indwellin g Teacher , 
a traine d min d avail s nothin g i n comin g t o kno w 
the spiritua l meanin g o f th e reveale d thing s o f 
God. 

Measureless evi l ha s arise n throug h th e supposi -
tion tha t becaus e a  ma n i s wel l advance d i n th e 
"wisdom o f thi s world, " hi s opinion s ar e o f valu e 
in spiritua l matters . Th e "natura l man, " wit h 
all hi s learnin g an d sincerity , wil l find  nothin g 
but "foolishness " i n th e thing s whic h ar e re -
vealed b y th e Spirit . Th e knowledg e o f scienc e 
cannot b e substitute d fo r th e indwellin g of , an d 
right relatio n to , th e Hol y Spiri t o f God . Apar t 
from th e Spiri t ther e ca n b e n o regeneration , an d 
the "dee p thing s o f God " ar e unknowable . Whe n 
an unregenerat e teache r openl y reject s th e vita l 
saving truth s o f God' s Word , thos e truth s wil l 
usually b e discredite d an d discarde d b y th e pupil . 
This i s th e colossa l blunde r o f man y student s i n 
universities an d college s to-day . 

It i s to o generall y assume d tha t th e teache r o r 
preacher wh o i s a n authorit y i n som e branc h o r 
branches o f huma n knowledg e is , b y virtu e o f tha t 
knowledge, equall y capabl e o f discernmen t i n 
spiritual things . I t i s no t so . A n unregenerat e 
person (an d wh o i s mor e assuredl y unregenerat e 
than th e on e wh o denie s th e foundatio n an d 
reality o f th e ne w birth? ) wil l alway s b e incapa -
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ble o f receivin g an d knowin g th e simples t truth s 
of revelation . Go d i s no t a  realit y t o th e natura l 
man. "Go d i s no t i n al l hi s thoughts. " Th e un -
saved ma n i s therefor e distresse d an d burdene d 
to dispos e o f th e supernatural . A  baseles s theor y 
of evolutio n i s hi s bes t answe r t o th e proble m o f 
the origi n o f th e universe . T o th e regenerat e 
man, Go d i s rea l an d ther e i s satisfactio n an d res t 
in th e confidenc e tha t Go d i s Creato r an d Lor d 
of all . 

The abilit y t o receiv e an d kno w th e thing s o f 
God i s no t attaine d throug h th e schools , fo r man y 
who ar e unlearne d posses s i t whil e man y wh o ar e 
learned d o no t posses s it . I t i s a n abilit y whic h i s 
born o f th e indwellin g Spirit . Fo r thi s reaso n th e 
Spirit ha s bee n give n t o thos e wh o ar e save d tha t 
they migh t kno w th e thing s whic h ar e freel y give n 
to the m o f God . Ye t amon g Christian s ther e ar e 
some wh o ar e unde r limitation s becaus e o f thei r 
carnality. The y ar e unabl e t o receiv e "mea t " be -
cause o f carnality , rathe r tha n ignorance . 

There ar e n o divin e classification s amon g th e un -
saved, fo r the y ar e al l sai d t o b e "na tu ra l " men . 
There are , however , tw o classification s o f th e saved , 
and i n the text under consideration , the '  ' spiritual ' ' 
man i s named befor e th e "carna l " ma n an d i s thu s 
placed i n direc t contras t wit h th e unsaved . Thi s 
is fitting  becaus e th e "spir i tual " ma n i s the divin e 
ideal, " H E THA T I S SPIRITUAL " ( 1 Cor . 2:15 ) i s 
the normal , i f no t th e usual , Christian . Bu t ther e 
is a  "  carnal ' ' ma n an d h e mus t b e considered . 
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THE CARNA L MA N 

The Apostl e proceed s i n chapte r 3:1- 4 wit h th e 
description o f th e "ca rna l " man : "An d I , 
brethren, coul d no t spea k unt o yo u a s unt o 
spiritual, bu t a s unt o carnal , eve n a s unt o babe s 
in Christ . I  hav e fe d yo u wit h milk , an d no t wit h 
meat: fo r hithert o y e wer e no t abl e t o bea r it , 
neither ye t no w ar e y e able . Fo r y e ar e ye t 
carnal : fo r wherea s ther e i s amon g yo u envying , 
and strife , an d divisions , ar e y e no t carnal , an d 
walk a s me n ? Fo r whil e on e saith , I  a m o f Pau l ; 
and another , I  a m o f Apollo s ; are y e no t carna l 1 ' ' 

Some Christians , thus , ar e sai d t o b e "ca rna l " 
because the y ca n receiv e only th e mil k o f th e Word , 
in contras t t o th e stron g mea t ; they yiel d t o envy , 
strife'and divisions , an d ar e walkin g a s men , whil e 
the tru e chil d o f Go d i s expecte d t o "wal k i n th e 
Spir i t" (Gal . 5:16), t o "walk i n love" (Eph . 5: 2), 
and t o "kee p th e unity o f th e Spir i t " (Eph . 4 : 3 ) . 
Though saved , th e carna l Christian s ar e walkin g 
"according t o th e cours e o f thi s world. " The y 
are "  carnal " becaus e th e flesh  i s dominatin g the m 
(See Rom. 7:14). A  differen t descriptio n i s foun d 
in Rom . 8:5-7 . Ther e th e on e referre d t o i s "  in 
the flesh,"  an d s o i s unsaved ; whil e a  "ca rna l " 
Christian i s no t " i n th e flesh,"  bu t h e ha s th e 
flesh in  him.  "Bu t y e ar e no t i n th e flesh,  bu t i n 
the Spiri t i f s o b e tha t th e Spiri t o f Go d dwel l i n 
you. No w i f an y ma n hav e no t th e Spiri t o f 
Christ, h e i s non e o f his . " 

The "carna l " man , o r "bab e i n Christ, " i s no t 
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"able t o bear " th e dee p thing s o f God . H e i s only 
a babe ; bu t eve n that , i t i s importan t t o note , i s 
a heigh t o f positio n an d realit y whic h ca n neve r 
be compare d wit h th e utte r incapacit y o f th e "na -
tural man. " Th e "ca rna l " man , bein g s o littl e 
occupied wit h tru e spiritua l meat , yield s t o env y 
and strif e whic h lea d t o division s amon g th e ver y 
believers. N o referenc e i s mad e her e t o th e super -
ficial fac t o f out\var d division s o r variou s organiza -
tions. I t i s a  referenc e t o env y an d strif e whic h 
were workin g t o sunde r th e priceles s fellowshi p 
and lov e o f th e saints . Differen t organization s 
may ofte n ten d t o clas s distinction s amon g th e 
believers, bu t i t i s no t necessaril y so . Th e si n 
which i s her e pointe d ou t i s tha t o f th e believe r 
who follow s huma n leaders . Thi s si n woul d no t 
be cure d wer e al l th e religiou s organization s 
instantly swep t fro m th e earth , o r merge d int o 
one. Ther e wer e presen t th e "Pauli tes, " th e 
" Cephasitcs , " th e "Apollosites " an d th e 
"Christites" (cf . 1-.12) . Thes e wer e no t a s ye t 
rival organizations , bu t division s withi n th e Corin -
thian churc h tha t gre w ou t o f env y an d strife . 
History show s tha t suc h division s en d i n riva l 
organizations. Th e fac t o f divisio n wa s bu t th e 
outward expressio n o f th e deepe r si n o f loveless , 
carnal lives . Fo r a  Christia n t o glor y i n sectarian -
ism i s "bab y talk " a t best , an d reveal s th e mor e 
serious lac k o f tru e Christia n lov e whic h shoul d 
flow out t o all  th e saints . Division s wil l fad e awa y 
and thei r offens e wil l ceas e whe n th e believer s 
"have lov e on e fo r th e other. " 
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But th e "ca rna l " Christia n i s als o characterize d 
by a  "walk " tha t i s o n th e sam e plan e a s tha t o f 
the "na tu ra l " man . "Ar e y e no t carnal , an d 
walk a s men? " (cf . 2  Cor . 10:2-5) . Th e objec -
tives an d affection s ar e centere d i n th e sam e un -
spiritual spher e a s tha t o f th e '  ' natural ' ' man . I n 
contrast t o suc h a  fleshly  walk , w e read : "Thi s I 
say then , "Wal k i n th e Spirit , an d y e shal l no t ful -
fil the lus t o f th e flesh."  Thi s i s spirituality . 

THE SPIRITUA L MA N 

The secon d classificatio n o f believer s i n thi s pas -
sage i s o f th e spiritua l man . He , too,  i s prove n to 
be al l tha t h e i s sai d t o b e b y th e on e tes t o f hi s 
ability t o receiv e an d kno w th e divin e revelation . 
" H e tha t i s spiritua l discernet h al l things. " 

The progressiv e orde r o f this 1 whol e contex t i s 
evident : 

First, th e divin e revelatio n i s no w given . I t i s 
concerning thing s which , "ey e hat h no t seen , no r 
ear heard , neithe r hav e entere d int o th e hear t o f 
man." I t i s reveale d b y th e Spiri t ( 1 Cor . 2 :9 , 
10). 

Second, th e revelatio n i s o f th e "dee p thing s o f 
God," whic h n o ma n ca n know . Howeve r th e 
Spirit know s the m ( 1 Cor . 2:10) . 

Third, believer s hav e receive d th e Spiri t wh o 
knows, i n orde r tha t the y to o ma y kno w th e dee p 
things o f Go d ( 1 Cor . 2 :12) . 

Fourth, th e divin e wisdo m i s hidde n i n th e 
very word s o f God' s Book ; bu t th e spiritua l con -
tent o f thes e word s i s understoo d onl y a s on e i s 
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able t o compar e spiritua l thing s wit h spiritua l 
(1 Cor . 2 :13) . 

Fifth, th e "natura l man " canno t receiv e th e 
things o f th e Spiri t o f God , fo r the y ar e foolish -
ness unt o him , neithe r ca n h e kno w them , becaus e 
they ar e onl y b y th e Spiri t discerned . H e ha s no t 
received th e Spiri t whic h i s o f Go d ( 1 Cor . 2 :14) . 

Sixth, a  carna l Christia n i s bor n agai n an d 
possesses th e indwellin g Spirit ; bu t hi s carnalit y 
hinders th e ful l ministr y o f th e Spiri t ( 1 Cor . 3 : 
1-4). 

Seventh, " H E THA T I S SPIRITUAL " discernet h al l 
things. Ther e i s n o limitatio n upo n hi m i n th e 
realm o f th e thing s o f God . H e ca n "freely " re -
ceive th e divin e revelatio n an d h e glorie s i n it . 
He, too , ma y enter , a s an y othe r man , int o th e 
subjects whic h ar e commo n t o huma n knowledge . 
He discernet h all  things ; ye t h e i s discerned , o r 
understood b y n o man . Ho w coul d i t b e other -
wise sinc e h e ha s " th e min d o f Christ? " 

There ar e tw o grea t spiritua l change s whic h 
are possibl e t o huma n experience—th e chang e 
from th e "na tu ra l " ma n t o th e save d man , an d 
the chang e fro m th e "carna l " ma n t o th e 
"spir i tual" man . Th e forme r i s divinel y ac -
complished whe n ther e i s a  rea l fait h i n Christ ; 
the latte r i s accomplishe d whe n ther e i s a  rea l ad -
justment t o th e Spirit . Experimentall y th e on e 
who i s save d throug h fait h i n Christ , ma y a t th e 
same tim e wholl y yiel d t o Go d an d ente r a t onc e 
a lif e o f tru e surrender . Doubtles s thi s i s of -
ten th e case . I t wa s thu s i n th e experienc e o f 
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Saul o f Tarsu s (Act s 9 :4-6) . Havin g recognize d 
Jesus a s his Lor d an d Saviour , h e als o said , "Lord , 
what wil t tho u hav e m e t o d o ? " Ther e i s n o evi -
dence tha t h e eve r turne d fro m thi s attitud e o f 
yieldedness t o Christ . However , i t mus t b e re -
membered tha t man y Christian s ar e carnal . T o 
these th e wor d o f Go d give s clea r direction s a s t o 
the step s t o b e take n tha t the y ma y becom e 
spiritual. Ther e i s the n a  possibl e chang e fro m 
the carna l t o th e spiritua l state . 

The "spir i tual " ma n i s th e divin e idea l i n lif e 
and ministry , i n powe r wit h Go d an d man , i n un -
broken fellowshi p an d blessing . T o discove r thes e 
realities an d th e reveale d condition s upo n whic h 
all ma y b e realize d i s th e purpos e o f th e follow -
ing pages . 




