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I 

THE ANNOUNCEMEN T 

THE HISTOR Y O F OUR Saviour' s passion i s about t o dis-
play before us its bleeding mysteries and its awful vicariou s 

scenes. Th e "Lam b o f God , whic h taket h awa y th e si n o f th e 
world" approache s th e alta r o f burnt-offering . Bonds , th e 
scourge, th e crow n o f thorns , an d th e cross , presen t them -
selves t o ou r vie w i n th e distance ; an d th e "seve n words " 
uttered by Jesus on the cross, sound in our ears , like the funera l 
knell o f th e kingdom o f Satan , an d lik e intimation s o f libert y 
and joy to the sinful rac e of man . 

O wha t wonder s ar e w e abou t t o approac h i n ou r medita -
tions! Fro m the most appalling scene the world ever witnessed, 
a paradise of peac e springs forth . Fro m th e most ignominiou s 
sufferings, w e see the most glorious triumph emerge ; an d fro m 
the mos t dreadfu l o f deaths , a  divin e an d never-fadin g lif e 
arise! 

May devotion , humblenes s o f mind , an d child-lik e fait h 
accompany us in ou r meditations , an d penitentia l tear s become 
our eye-salve! But do Thou, who hast the key of David , unlock 
for u s the gates to the sanctuary of Th y sacre d passion , an d i n 
the awfu l scene s o f Th y sufferings , enabl e u s t o discove r th e 
mystery o f ou r eterna l redemption ! 

Almost immediatel y afte r ou r blesse d Lor d ha d performe d 
perhaps the most stupendous of His miracles, in raising Lazarus 
from th e grave , afte r h e ha d bee n dea d fou r days , we ar e in -
formed b y th e Evangelis t tha t "th e chie f priest s an d th e 

3 



4 THE SUFFERIN G SAVIOU R 

Pharisees took counse l togethe r t o put hi m t o death. " Wha t a 
humbling vie w does this circumstanc e give  u s of th e depravit y 
of huma n natur e a s exemplifie d i n thes e men , who , whil e 
obliged to confess the fact of th e miracles which Jesus wrought, 
not onl y refuse d t o accep t Hi m a s th e Messiah , bu t eve n con -
spired togethe r t o ri d themselve s o f Hi m b y condemning Hi m 
to death ! "Neithe r wil l the y b e persuade d thoug h on e ros e 
from th e dead. " 

"Jesus therefore, " w e ar e told , "walke d n o mor e openl y 
among th e Jews , bu t wen t thenc e unt o a  countr y nea r t o th e 
wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, and there continued wit h 
his disciples. " Bu t "whe n th e tim e wa s com e tha t h e shoul d 
be received up , he steadfastl y se t his face t o go t o Jerusalem. " 

With thi s objec t in view, the Lord takes His twelve disciple s 
aside. H e ha s matter s o f importanc e t o disclos e t o them . 
Destined, a s they were, t o la y the foundation s o f Hi s Church , 
they soon perceive His intention , an d han g upo n Hi s lip s with 
increasing eagerness . The y probabl y recko n o n som e cheerin g 
intelligence, an d expec t t o hea r tha t th e triumphan t develop -
ment o f Hi s kingdo m i s a t hand . Bu t wha t short-sightednes s 
and simplicit y d o the y display ! O  th e might y chas m whic h 
intervenes betwee n thei r thought s an d God' s thoughts ! A s 
though th e restoration of falle n ma n were a  thing of suc h easy 
accomplishment! A s i f si n ha d cause d onl y a  transien t dis -
turbance in the relations between God and man, and occasioned 
a breac h which coul d b e healed , eithe r b y a  voluntary declara -
tion o f merc y fro m o n high , o r b y a  confessio n o f si n o n th e 
part o f th e fallen ! 

The Lor d open s Hi s mouth , an d t o th e astonishmen t o f th e 
disciples, announce s t o the m i n plai n term s Hi s approachin g 
sufferings, an d a t th e sam e tim e Hi s subsequen t victory . "Be -
hold," say s He , "w e g o u p t o Jerusalem , an d al l thing s tha t 
are writte n b y th e prophet s concernin g th e So n o f ma n shal l 
be accomplished. " 
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Observe, first of all , how these words convey our Lord's fixed 
resolution. Hi s heart , unde r th e impulse of love , is firmly and 
immutably ben t o n takin g th e wa y t o th e cross . Yo u wel l 
remember wit h wha t impressiv e earnestnes s H e rejecte d th e 
advice o f Simo n Pete r t o spar e Himself , an d no t t o g o u p t o 
Jerusalem. "Ge t the e behind me , Satan," was His reply; "tho u 
art a n offenc e unt o me ; fo r tho u savores t no t th e thing s tha t 
be of God , but those that be of man." S o evident was it to Him 
that the sufferings H e was going to meet were the express will 
and counse l of Hi s heavenly Father , tha t in the contrary advic e 
of Hi s disciple , H e coul d recogniz e nothin g bu t a  temptatio n 
from th e bottomless pit , an d Simo n a s the unconsciou s instru -
ment of it . 

No affectionate entreat y restrains Him in His course; no men-
ace dictate d b y hatre d deter s Hi m fro m it . Th e bloodthirst y 
council ha s alread y assemble d a t Jerusalem , an d i s concoctin g 
its plan o f treacher y an d murder . Bu t th e watchword o f Jesu s 
continues t o be—"Behold we go up!" and thoug h anothe r Red 
Sea wer e foamin g a t Hi s feet , an d thoug h a  hundre d death s 
awaited Him , ye t th e onl y sentimen t o f Hi s hear t is—"W e 
go up. " Fo r i t i s His Father' s will , an d th e pat h t o th e grea t 
and ardently longed-for ai m of the world's redemption. O  what 
resignation, wha t obedience , wha t lov e t o sinner s i s her e ex -
emplified b y our adorable Immanuel ! 

"Behold," say s ou r Lord , "w e g o u p t o Jerusalem , an d al l 
things tha t ar e writte n b y the prophet s concernin g th e So n o f 
man shal l b e accomplished. " Her e we ar e informed wha t wa s 
His staf f an d His sta y on the road to His sufferings . H e foun d 
it in the "sur e word of prophecy, " i n which He rea d what wa s 
recorded o f Himself , an d th e counse l o f Go d respectin g Him . 
And i f an y one stil l require s a  definite authorit y fo r th e divine 
inspiration o f th e Holy Scriptures , i t i s here presente d t o him . 
Christ, th e King of Truth , recognize s in th e Scriptures nothin g 
less than the infallible recor d of th e revelation o f Hi s heavenly 
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Father; H e bear s it , da y an d night , o n Hi s heart ; H e decide s 
according to its statutes, as the Canon Law , which puts an en d 
to al l strif e respectin g th e vita l question s o f huma n life , an d 
directs Hi s step s withersoever  i t point s th e way . I t i s t o Hi m 
the infallible guiding-star of His life. Whethe r the voice of Hi s 
heavenly Father i s heard direc t from heaven , or sounds to Him 
from thi s venerable record : i t i s the sam e to Him . Th e on e i s 
as importan t a s th e other ; an d H e reverentl y bow s t o ever y 
tittle an d iot a o f it . I t i s thu s Hi s way s ar e established ; an d 
every moment's experienc e seal s i t t o Him , tha t H e i s actuall y 
obeying a divine command. Ever y thing that the Word enjoin s 
becomes reality . 

"Certainly," som e one ma y say , "i t ough t t o strengthe n ou r 
determination to proceed upon the path prescribed for us by the 
Word o f God , when , lik e Christ , w e ar e awar e tha t ou r wa y 
through lif e i s no t onl y divinel y ordere d an d superintended , 
generally speaking , bu t als o when w e ca n surve y it , fro m ste p 
to step, in the light of a n infallible an d divine revelation, eve n 
to it s glorious termination. " Bu t i s not thi s reall y th e case , i f 
thou has t believingl y an d sincerel y give n thysel f u p t o God ? 
For can there be any situation i n which th e divine Word, wit h 
its counsel , leaves thee a t a  loss? I s it not als o written respect -
ing thee , "Th e Lor d wil l no t suffe r the e t o wan t an y goo d 
thing?" "Throug h muc h tribulatio n tho u mus t ente r int o th e 
kingdom o f heaven. " Bu t "whe n tho u passes t throug h th e 
waters, they shal l no t overflo w thee ; an d throug h th e fire,  th e 
flame shal l no t kindl e upo n thee , fo r th e Lor d i s wit h thee. " 
It ma y indee d b e th e cas e tha t me n wil l revil e an d persecut e 
thee; bu t i f tho u faithfull y endure , th y rewar d shal l b e great . 
The ligh t shal l alway s ris e upo n the e afte r th e darkness ; an d 
after sorrow , jo y shal l agai n visi t th y threshold . No r shal l 
any on e b e abl e t o snatc h the e ou t o f th e Lord' s hands ; bu t 
after having fought the good fight, thou shalt finally receiv e the 
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crown of righteousness , shalt not see death, but pass from deat h 
unto life , an d triump h eternally . 

Does not al l this , and manifold mor e stand writte n o f thee ; 
and is not therefore thy path pointed out? Mayes t thou not also 
say, in thy measure, with the Lord Jesus, "Behold , we go up to 
Jerusalem, and al l shall be accomplished, tha t stands written by 
the finger o f God , respecting me, a poor sinner , sinc e I  am n o 
longer my own, but belong to Christ?" O  certainly thou mayest 
say this! Ho w ough t we not , therefore , wit h suc h a  conscious-
ness, to put o n a  cheerful courage , during ou r pilgrimage , an d 
feel a s i f heavenl y triumpha l musi c precede d u s o n ou r pat h 
through life ! 

My dear readers , let us place a firm reliance on the Word o f 
truth and , i n it s light , ascen d th e precipitou s road ; accordin g 
to it s instructions, proceed forwar d wit h firm and stead y steps , 
unmindful of  th e tumul t o f th e world , an d no t deviatin g a 
hand-breadth fro m th e wa y prescribed . Le t u s mee t hi m wh o 
would direc t u s otherwise , wit h a  voic e o f thunder , an d 
exclaim, "Ge t the e behind me , Satan, for tho u savores t no t th e 
things tha t b e o f God , bu t thos e tha t b e o f man! " Th e Al -
mighty wil l the n b e favorabl e t o us ; w e shal l the n carr y th e 
peace o f Go d i n ou r bosoms ; an d litera l accomplishment s o f 
the divine promises, which we have taken for our compass, and 
for a  lam p unt o ou r feet , wil l dail y fal l upo n ou r path , lik e 
lights fro m heaven . 

The Lord' s fac e i s towar d Jerusalem ; an d w e hav e alread y 
seen fo r wha t purpose . Hi s intentio n i s t o suffe r an d t o die . 
O ther e mus t b e somethin g o f immens e importanc e connecte d 
with Hi s passion ! I t appear s a s the crisi s o f th e work fo r th e 
accomplishment o f whic h H e lef t Hi s Father' s bosom , an d 
came dow n t o earth ! Wer e thi s no t th e case , i t woul d hav e 
been temptin g God , thu s t o rus h t o mee t deat h afte r havin g 
completed Hi s propheti c offic e i n Jerusalem ; an d th e over -
ruling Majest y o n hig h woul d hav e expose d Hi s justic e t o 
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well-founded reproach , i n givin g u p th e Hol y One , wh o ha d 
fulfilled Hi s commands , t o th e horribl e fat e o f a  malefacto r 
and reprobate . Bu t th e Eterna l Fathe r ha d include d i n Hi s 
counsels the scourge , the crow n o f thorns , an d th e cross , lon g 
before th e son s o f Belia l though t o f havin g recours e t o thes e 
instruments o f torture ; an d al l Hi s prophets , howeve r re -
luctantly, wer e compelle d i n spiri t t o interweav e thes e horri d 
emblems alon g with th e majestic imag e of th e Messiah, whic h 
they portrayed. Thu s th e Lor d could sa y with profoun d truth , 
"All things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son 
of ma n shal l b e accomplished ; fo r h e shal l b e delivere d unt o 
the Gentiles , an d shal l b e mocked , an d spitefull y entreated , 
and spitte d on , an d the y shal l scourg e hi m an d pu t hi m t o 
death." 

Such wer e th e ingredient s whic h filled  th e cu p tha t Satan , 
in accordanc e wit h th e counsel s o f eternal , wisdom , wa s t o 
present t o th e So n o f th e Mos t High . Thes e counsel s wen t 
far, ver y fa r beyon d al l tha t w e understan d b y martyrdom , 
chastisement, purification , o r trial . Th e immaculat e an d 
righteous Saviou r di d no t requir e correctio n a s fo r Himself ; 
and i f a  purification ha d bee n salutar y fo r Him , i t neede d no t 
to have come upon the Holy On e of Israe l in the form o f suc h 
degrading infamy , unheard-o f reproac h an d humiliation , an d 
such unparallele d suffering . Th e passio n o f ou r Lor d ha s a n 
infinitely mor e profoun d significancy ; an d i t require s onl y a 
cursory glanc e a t th e narrativ e t o discove r tha t thi s wa s th e 
case. Observ e wha t th e Evangelis t inform s u s respectin g th e 
way an d manne r i n whic h th e twelv e receive d thei r Master' s 
communication. H e state s that "the y understood none of thes e 
things, an d thi s sayin g wa s hidde n fro m them , neithe r kne w 
they the things which were spoken. " 

How strikin g is this circumstance! Wh o ca n resis t inquirin g 
what i t was they did no t understand ? The y could no t possibl y 
have mistaken wha t thei r Maste r sai d respectin g Hi s sufferin g 
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and dying a t Jerusalem. Ye t Luk e assures us that "the y under -
stood none of thos e things, and knew not what i t was that wa s 
spoken." I s it not obvious that the Evangelist's meaning is that 
he who would only apprehend th e history of Christ' s sufferings , 
and regard His passion as a martyrdom, not essentially differen t 
from th e blood y testimon y born e b y othe r saints , doe s no t 
understand it s tru e signification ? W e hav e her e a n eviden t 
reference t o a n infinitel y deepe r caus e o f th e tragica l termina -
tion o f ou r Saviour' s lif e befor e us . 

It i s confessedly tru e tha t th e eternal Father , b y an almight y 
decree, might have annihilated the fallen race , in which sin had 
taken root , an d thu s hav e pu t a n en d t o evil . Bu t w e wer e 
to live and not die . An d thus He has not only caused the sin of 
man t o act as a foi l fo r th e displa y o f th e ful l radianc e of Hi s 
attributes, and especiall y of Hi s love, but has also , by the offer -
ing up of Hi s Son, provided a  means of salvatio n b y which we 
might attai n t o a  much highe r stag e o f glor y an d relationshi p 
to Go d tha n w e onc e possesse d i n ou r progenitor , o r tha n w e 
should eve r hav e attaine d i f w e ha d no t fallen . Ou r fal l 
afforded Hi m th e opportunit y o f showin g tha t i n th e destruc -
tion o f si n H e coul d no t onl y manifes t Hi s justice , bu t als o 
glorify Hi s merc y i n remittin g an d forgivin g sin , withou t in -
fringing upo n His righteousness. 

We sinned,  an d were expose d t o th e curse . Th e Wor d tha t 
was with God, and was God, then was made flesh. Th e eterna l 
Son became our brother; took upon Himself ou r sin, in the way 
of a  mysterious imputation ; paid our debt to the majesty o f th e 
inviolable law; covere d ou r nakedness wit h Hi s righteousness ; 
presented us , as those in whose stead He appeared , unblamabl e 
and acceptabl e t o the Father ; excite d th e hallelujahs o f angel s 
at ou r exaltation ; elevate d u s t o a  participatio n o f Hi s ow n 
riches, blessedness , an d privileges ; pitche d tent s o f peac e fo r 
us aroun d th e thron e o f God ; an d connecte d u s with Himsel f 
by th e bond s o f eterna l gratitud e an d affection . Suc h i s th e 
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edifice whic h th e Almight y reare d upo n th e ruin s o f sin ; an d 
of whic h th e disciples, a t tha t time , had no t th e remotes t idea . 
In th e sequel , the y recognize d th e divin e metho d o f salvatio n 
and o f peace ; an d ho w happ y wer e they , subsequently , i n th e 
knowledge of thi s "grea t myster y of godliness! " 



I I 

T H E A N O I N T I N G 

SIX DAY S befor e th e Passover , and , consequently , fou r 
before the awful da y of crucifixion , we find our Lord in the 

peaceful villag e of Bethany , on the other sid e of th e Mount o f 
Olives, where He was wont so willingly to stay. W e meet with 
Him thi s time in the house of a  man named Simon , where Hi s 
followers ha d prepare d Hi m a  feast . H e appear s befor e u s i n 
the unassuming for m o f a  guest , invite d wit h others ; bu t loo k 
a littl e mor e narrowly , an d yo u wil l se e Him , eve n there , a s 
John afterward sa w Him in vision, only in a somewhat differen t 
sense, as "walking ami d th e candlesticks. " 

The Lord Jesu s has no need t o testif y o f Himself ; fo r thos e 
who ar e presen t bea r witnes s o f Hi m i n th e mos t eloquen t 
manner. Look , first, at Mary and he r siste r Martha. The y ar e 
women possessin g tru e nobilit y o f soul , respecte d b y all , 
sensible, clear-sighted , an d sober-minded . Martha , cheerful , 
active, an d busy ; Mary , thoughtfu l an d contemplative . Both, 
however, res t al l thei r hopes on Jesus . H e is , to both , th e liv-
ing pilla r whic h support s thei r heaven ; thei r prospec t o f a 
blissful futurit y arise s solely from Hi s mediation; and the peace 
and comfort , whic h refreshe s the m i n lif e an d death , the y de -
rive fro m Chris t alon e a s th e source . Wha t a  hig h ide a mus t 
this fac t alon e affor d u s o f th e Ma n o f Nazareth . 

Look aroun d yo u further . Ther e ar e th e disciples , Peter , 
Andrew, John, James , Nathanael, Thomas , an d th e rest . Yo u 
formerly sa w the m listenin g t o th e Baptis t i n th e wilderness , 
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like a  flock  of scattere d an d helples s sheep . Yo u learne d t o 
know the m a s people who wer e incited t o see k fo r help , by a 
very differen t motiv e tha n a  mer e thirs t fo r knowledge . Yo u 
found the m to be men whose hearts were grievously burdene d 
by sin , an d b y th e anticipatio n o f "th e wrat h t o come, " an d 
whose inwar d peac e was entirely a t a n end , afte r havin g see n 
God in the fiery splendor of Hi s law, with it s requirements an d 
threatenings. Neithe r ma n no r ange l wa s abl e t o comfor t 
them; but since they had found Jesus , their thoroughly humble d 
souls were like the sparrow which ha s foun d a  house , an d th e 
swallow, a  nest, where they may drop their weary wings. The y 
are now elevated abov e al l anxiety . Wha t brigh t ray s of ligh t 
does this fact als o shed upo n Jesus ! Ho w highl y doe s i t exal t 
Him abov e the idea o f bein g a  mere mortal ! 

But alas! among the disciples we still find Judas, the child of 
darkness, th e so n o f perdition . He , indeed , wa s never , i n hi s 
own eyes , a helples s sinner ; h e ha d neve r thirste d afte r God ; 
he wa s neve r trul y devout ; no r ha d eve r se t hi s affection s o n 
things above . I t ma y b e aske d wha t induce d hi m t o forc e 
himself int o th e immediate vicinity o f Jesus ? Assuredly , first, 
the irresistible and overpowering impression of th e superhuma n 
greatness and dignit y of th e Son of David , and then doubtless , 
also, an ambitious desire of bein g called to ac t some important 
part in the new kingdom, to establish which Jesus had evidentl y 
come. Thus , the presentiment of th e traitor aided in glorifyin g 
the person of the Lord. Th e divine majesty o f Immanue l shon e 
so powerfully throug h His human form tha t its rays penetrated 
even into the darkness of Iscariot' s soul. 

But le t u s furthe r inspec t th e circl e o f guests . Wh o i s th e 
master o f th e house ? H e i s called Simon , an d bear s th e sur -
name o f "th e Leper. " H e bear s i t t o th e hono r o f Jesus ; fo r 
the nam e betokens what h e was , befor e th e Lor d pronounce d 
over hi m th e almight y words , "B e clean! " Simo n ha d onc e 
been infecte d wit h tha t horribl e diseas e whic h n o earthl y 
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physician was abl e to heal , an d whic h H e alon e coul d remov e 
who had inflicted it—th e Almighty , H e who could testify , say -
ing, "I an d my Father ar e one." 

Simon, stand forward , an d show thyself t o every skeptic as a 
living monument o f th e divine fullnes s whic h dwel t i n Christ ! 
All Bethany knows that he had prepared thi s feast fo r th e Lord 
Jesus, solely from feeling s o f gratitud e fo r th e marvelous cur e 
which he had experienced through Him; an d eve n His enemie s 
can no t den y that , i n thi s man , a  monumen t i s erecte d t o th e 
Lord Jesus , which speak s louder an d mor e effectuall y tha n an y 
inscription is able to do. 

But look! Wh o is it that sits next to Jesus ?—the young man 
with piercin g ey e an d sunn y countenance . Oh , d o yo u no t 
recognize him? Onc e you saw him lying shrouded o n the bier. 
You wer e presen t whe n hi s corps e wa s carrie d out , followe d 
by hi s weepin g sister s an d a  mournin g crowd . Yo u looke d 
down int o th e gloom y vaul t int o whic h i t wa s lowered . Bu t 
you were equally witnesses of tha t which too k plac e fou r day s 
after, when One approached the grave who called Himself "th e 
Resurrection an d th e Life, " an d the n commande d th e ston e t o 
be take n awa y fro m it s mouth . Yo u hear d th e word s o f 
Martha, "Lord, by this time he stinketh," and the majestic reply , 
"Said I  no t unt o the e tha t i f tho u woulds t believ e tho u 
shouldst se e th e glor y o f God? " an d then , afte r th e ston e 
had bee n removed , ho w th e Lord , liftin g u p Hi s eye s towar d 
heaven, over the putrifying corpse , exclaimed, "Father , I  than k 
thee tha t tho u has t hear d me . An d I  kne w tha t tho u heares t 
me always; but because of th e people which stan d by, I  said it , 
that the y may believe tha t tho u has t sen t me! " an d the n how , 
with a  loud , commanding , an d creatin g voice , he calle d dow n 
into the sepulcher, "Lazarus , come forth!" an d you know wha t 
followed. 

He tha t wa s onc e dead , no w sit s amon g th e guests , havin g 
escaped fro m th e adamantin e priso n o f th e tomb . H e lives , 
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and is vigorous and happy; and it never occurs , either to frien d 
or foe , t o den y tha t La2aru s once lay a s a  corps e in th e grave , 
and now lives again a t the omnipotent word of Jesus . W e find 
abundant trace s that the Pharisees were beside themselves wit h 
rage and envy at this miracle, but not the smallest tha t any one 
ventured to deny or even to doubt the fact itself. Ther e he sits, 
and completes the row of light s amid which Jesus walks. 

Oh, then , g o t o Jesus , m y dea r readers , a s th e Lor d fro m 
heaven, th e Princ e o f Life , th e Conquero r o f Death , fo r suc h 
He is , when regarde d eve n in the light tha t stream s upon Hi m 
from th e circl e which surround s Hi m a t Bethany . An d H e i s 
still something more than al l this. 

He i s stayin g a t Bethany . H e ha s no w accomplishe d Hi s 
public ministry. Severa l times has He given His disciples of lat e 
to understand tha t suc h i s the case . H e ha s told the m an d re -
vealed t o the m a s much a s the y were abl e t o bear . Th e Com -
forter, wh o is to succeed Him, will instruct them further . "W e 
do not se e Him now retiring int o silence, nor returnin g t o Hi s 
heavenly Father; but saying, on the contrary, " I hav e a baptism 
to be baptised  with , an d ho w a m I  straitene d til l i t i s accom -
plished!" H e know s tha t th e principal tas k assigne d Hi m ha s 
still to be performed. H e is on the road to Jerusalem, with th e 
full consciousnes s o f al l tha t i s passing an d concertin g there ; 
that Hi s enemie s are now i n earnes t t o seize Him, an d ge t ri d 
of Him; that the chief priest s and Pharisees have already "given 
a commandment , tha t i f an y ma n kne w wher e h e were , h e 
should show it , that they might take him." 

All thi s was known t o Him; bu t fa r fro m seekin g t o escap e 
the snar e which was laid fo r Him , H e goe s directl y towar d it . 
He was now—according t o His own words—to be delivered t o 
the heathen, crucified , an d slain ; an d ther e was a  necessit y fo r 
it. "Th e Lam b o f Go d whic h taket h awa y th e si n o f th e 
world," was not yet sacrificed. Hi s assertion , tha t "th e Son of 
man cam e no t t o b e ministere d unto , bu t t o minister , an d t o 
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give hi s lif e a  ranso m fo r many, " wa s no t ye t fulfilled . Th e 
blood, t o which th e whole o f th e Ol d Testamen t ha d pointe d 
as th e procurin g caus e o f al l remissio n o f sin , ha d no t ye t 
stained th e fata l tree , bu t stil l flowe d throug h Hi s veins . An d 
for thi s H e prepare d Himsel f o n th e evenin g H e spen t a t 
Bethany. 

Above al l things, therefore, le t us draw nigh t o Jesus as our 
sole and everlastin g Hig h Priest , a s our Mediator , Surety , an d 
Ransom. "Withou t sheddin g o f bloo d ther e is no remission. " 
"The bloo d o f Jesu s Chris t cleanset h u s fro m al l sin. " Th e 
saints above "have washed thei r robes and made them white in 
the bloo d o f th e Lamb. " O  dela y n o longer , therefore , t o 
follow thei r example! Jesus , in His crown of thorn s and bleed -
ing wounds, must be the object o f you r love and th e ground o f 
your hope, or else He i s nothing t o you, and you ar e in dange r 
of eterna l perdition . 

The Lor d ha s jus t place d Himsel f a t th e table , whe n Mar y 
approaches, deepl y affecte d b y gratitude , veneration , love , 
and wit h a  forebodin g o f wha t i s abou t t o befal l Him . Sh e 
feels impelled to display to Him her inmost soul once more, and 
to manifest he r reverential an d devout attachment to Him. Bu t 
how i s she to d o this? Word s see m to her to o poor . Present s 
she ha s non e t o make . Bu t wha t sh e ha s tha t i s valuable — 
possibly a  legac y lef t b y her mother—i s a n alabaste r vesse l o f 
pure oi l o f spikenard , muc h valued i n th e East , an d use d onl y 
on peculiarly festive occasions. Sh e brings it with her. Sh e does 
not inten d t o pou r ou t a  few drop s only, but tha t i t shoul d b e 
wholly a n emble m o f he r profoun d devotio n t o th e Lor d o f 
Glory. Wit h th e utmos t reverenc e sh e approache s he r divin e 
Friend, breaks unobservedly behind Him the well-closed vessel , 
sheds th e spikenar d upo n Hi s hea d an d feet , the n humbl y 
bends hersel f dow n an d wipe s th e latte r wit h he r loosene d 
tresses. 

"And th e whol e hous e was filled  wit h th e ointment. " Yes , 
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we may well believ e tha t thi s odor ascende d u p eve n int o th e 
throne-room o f heaven , an d wa s inhale d wit h deligh t b y th e 
holy angels. I n this affectionate an d symbolica l act , a degree of 
devotedness wa s manifeste d suc h a s i s rarely exhibited . Mar y 
desires t o belon g t o Chris t fo r tim e an d eternity ; t o cleav e t o 
Him b y faith, lik e the ivy to th e tree , roun d whic h i t entwine s 
itself. Sh e wishes to live in His light , lik e a dark plane t i n th e 
beams of th e su n whic h lend s i t it s radiance . Mar y know s n o 
anchor o f hope , no groun d o f consolation , n o wa y t o heaven , 
except throug h Hi s mediation ; an d wer e sh e t o imagin e exist -
ence withou t Him , sh e coul d onl y thin k o f hersel f a s i n th e 
jaws of despair , an d irrecoverably lost . H e i s her las t resource , 
but a t th e sam e tim e all-sufficien t fo r he r eterna l salvation . 
Hence sh e cleave s t o Hi m wit h al l he r soul , an d nothin g i s 
able t o divid e he r fro m Him . H e i s alway s i n he r thought s 
her sol e delight , an d th e suprem e objec t o f he r affections—al l 
which she expresses in the act of anointing . 

The whole circle of th e guests at Bethany are deeply touche d 
by Mary's significant act . Onl y in the case of on e does its sweet 
harmony soun d a s discord; onl y on e o f the m wit h repugnanc e 
rejects the grateful odor . Ah , we imagine who it i s ! N o othe r 
than the unhappy Judas, the child of darkness . Never , probably, 
has frigi d self-lov e stoo d i n suc h horribl e contras t wit h war m 
and sacred affection, a s was the case here, in the cold an d really 
offensive expression , "Wh y thi s waste? Wh y was not this oint -
ment sol d fo r thre e hundre d pence , an d give n t o th e poor? " 
Alas, ho w deepl y i s th e miserabl e ma n alread y fallen ! "Th e 
poor?" O  tho u hypocrite ! A s i f th e reaso n wer e unknow n t o 
his Master why he would rathe r hav e the ointment sold . "Fo r 
three hundred pence! " H e know s how t o value the spikenard , 
but i s unable t o appreciat e th e lov e tha t provide d it , fo r h e i s 
wholly destitut e o f suc h a  feeling . 

Observe ho w th e Lor d Jesu s appreciate s th e ac t o f Mary . 
Like a faithful advocate , He immediately enter s the lists on he r 
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behalf, agains t Judas an d th e transien t impressio n mad e by his 
dark spiri t upo n th e disciples , an d says , whil e intimatin g t o 
Judas tha t H e wa s well awar e o f th e caus e o f hi s displeasure , 
"Why trouble you the woman? Le t her alone ; she has wrought 
a goo d wor k o n me . Th e poo r y e have alway s wit h you , bu t 
me y e have no t always . Agains t th e da y o f m y buryin g hat h 
she kep t this " (or , accordin g t o anothe r Evangelist , "Sh e i s 
come aforehand t o anoin t m y body t o the burying.") "Verily , 
I sa y unt o you , wheresoeve r thi s gospe l shal l b e preache d 
throughout th e whole world, thi s also that sh e hath don e shal l 
be spoken o f fo r a  memorial o f her. " 

Do bu t notic e how H e who was otherwise s o spar e i n com -
mending huma n works , mention s wit h a  particula r emphasi s 
Mary's wor k a s good . Al l th e world i s t o kno w tha t suc h de -
votedness a s Mary shows Him i s considered valuable , an d ho w 
highly He estimate s thi s feelin g a s being th e sourc e o f Mary' s 
act. An d tha t ever y on e ma y kno w it , H e ha s cause d Mary' s 
deed t o b e recorded . Wha t H e predicte d ha s take n place ; 
wherever thi s gospe l i s preached i n th e world , tha t whic h sh e 
did i s mentioned a s a memoria l o f her , eve n t o thi s day . 

Scarcely ha d ou r Lor d ende d thi s remarkabl e speech , when , 
as Matthew relates , "On e o f th e twelve , calle d Juda s Iscariot , 
went unt o th e chie f priests , an d sai d unt o them , Wha t wil l y e 
give me, and I  will deliver him unto you ? An d they covenanted 
with hi m fo r thirt y piece s o f silver . An d fro m tha t time , h e 
sought opportunit y t o betra y him. " Where , i n al l th e world , 
can w e mee t wit h a  contras t s o striking , s o appalling , an d 
beyond measur e dreadful , a s is here presented t o u s in Mary' s 
tender an d affectionat e act , an d th e horribl e procedur e o f thi s 
unhappy so n o f perdition ? H e i s alread y s o fa r gon e tha t 
words o f compassion , whic h migh t hav e tende d t o hi s eterna l 
salvation, completely pervade the unhappy man as with a mortal 
poison. "H e wen t out. " H e turn s hi s bac k upo n th e Saviour . 
because he now feel s tha t H e sees through him . H e rushes ou i 
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into th e night , t o whic h a s a  chil d o f darkness , h e belongs — 
nay, h e rushe s ou t int o a  mor e awfu l nigh t tha n th e natura l 
one; an d th e divin e "Woe! " follow s hi m upo n hi s way . 

We shudder . W e shrin k fro m th e idea of accompanyin g th e 
wretched man , an d retur n wit h increase d fervo r t o Jesus . 
"Against th e da y o f m y buria l hat h sh e kep t this, " say s ou r 
Lord. W e understan d Hi s meaning . H e see s Hi s deat h an d 
resurrection a t on e glance. A n embalmin g of Hi s bod y was t o 
take plac e whil e H e wa s stil l alive , sinc e ther e wa s n o tim e 
afforded fo r i t afte r Hi s death . I t i s no t t o b e suppose d tha t 
Mary had any idea of thi s ; but a presentiment o f Hi s approach -
ing departure certainly affecte d he r heart ; an d anticipation s o f 
its savin g significanc e fanne d th e hol y glo w o f he r lov e t o a 
brilliant flame, and contributed t o impel her to that effusio n o f 
affection i n Simon's house which we have been jus t contemplat -
ing. He r Master' s love , whic h wa s eve n unt o death , excite d 
hers i n th e highes t degree ; eve n a s th e lov e o f Hi s peopl e i s 
wont t o b e enkindled , mos t o f all , b y th e remembranc e o f 
Christ's sufferings . 

But wherever th e love of Jesu s find s room , ther e wil l neve r 
be a  want o f activit y i n relievin g th e distres s o f others . "Th e 
poor," say s ou r Lord , whil e castin g th e word s lik e a n arro w 
into the soul o f Judas , "th e poor y e have always with you, " by 
which H e mean s tha t Mary wil l no t be deficien t i n he r charit y 
to them . "Bu t me, " H e adds , i n conclusion , "y e hav e no t 
always," and thes e words ar e addressed t o al l my readers, who 
can not yet call Jesus their Saviour . 

O tak e them to heart, my friends! Hi m yo u have no longer , 
when th e wing s o f deat h suddenl y overshado w you , o r whe n 
your sense s depart under th e influence o f disease , and th e mes-
sage of salvation no longer penetrates through the crowd of un -
bridled imaginations. Yo u have Him no longer, when God, th e 
righteous Judge , gives you u p a t lengt h t o "stron g delusions, " 
and permit s the m t o tak e u p thei r permanen t abod e i n you r 



THE ANOINTIN G 19 

minds, becaus e yo u hav e lon g enoug h hardene d yourselve s 
against His calls to repentance. Yo u have Him no longer, when 
the last great "hou r of temptation, " with it s infernal delusions , 
as well as with its persecuting horrors, shall break in upon you, 
and when—t o us e th e prophet' s words—"You r fee t shal l 
stumble upon the dark mountains. " Yo u have Him n o longer , 
if, i n the abundance of your prosperity, you are ready to exclaim, 
with th e man i n the Gospel , "Soul , thou has t much goods lai d 
up fo r man y years : eat , drink , an d b e merry! " t o who m th e 
horrifying announcemen t wa s made , "Tho u fool ! thi s nigh t 
shall th y sou l b e require d o f thee. " Therefor e "fle e fro m th e 
wrath to come!" Haste n to save yourselves. Sta y not i n al l th e 
plain. Le t nothin g hinde r yo u fro m immediatel y repairin g t o 
the blessed Saviour, who has so graciously assured us , that who-
soever cometh unto Him, He wil l in no wise cast out . 




