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THE PLAC E O F PUNISHMEN T 

"And when  they  were  come  to  the  place,  which 
is called  Calvary,  there  they  crucified  him."— 
Luke 23:33 

T INGERIN G A T CALVAR Y inspire s th e believe r wit h a  hol y desir e 
-*—' to penetrate more deeply int o the mysteries of th e cross . An d 
this obviousl y lead s on e deepe r int o th e ver y hear t o f God . N o 
ordinary advancemen t this ! W e mus t trea d softly , prayerfully , 
expectantly. Proceedin g wit h tende r devotion , arden t affectio n 
and aboundin g gratitude , w e ma y b e assure d tha t th e divin e 
Illuminator wil l ope n ou r eye s t o behol d wondrou s things . I t i s 
the Holy Spirit's all-importan t ministr y t o make available t o fait h 
the priceles s value s o f th e Saviour' s cros s work . 

Calvary i s luminous wit h lov e an d mercy . The y commingl e i n 
a voluntary , substitutiona l act , o n th e par t o f th e Saviour , fo r 
those wh o otherwis e ha d no t a  singl e vestig e o f hope . Th e Skull 
is the monumenta l poin t wher e Go d forever  settle d th e matte r o f 
satanic dominatio n an d seale d th e doo m o f hi m wh o s o disas -
trously deceive d th e nations . A t th e sam e time , H e ther e pro -
vided a  saf e an d secur e refug e fo r faith-exercisin g fol k o f al l 
ages. 

Calvary i s th e Mecca  fo r devote d hearts , bu t i t i s no t a  phys -
ical shrine t o which delude d pilgrim s journey i n di e hop e o f find -
ing mysteriou s powe r t o alleviat e persona l afflictions . No , i t i s 
greater tha n tha t an d mor e meaningful . I t i s th e divin e mean s 
whereby destitut e men , throug h faith , contac t elevatin g powe r 
and ris e t o hop e an d happ y expectation . Calvar y i s mor e tha n 
the lighthous e fo r sinkin g souls ; i t i s th e lifelin e fo r thei r salva -
tion. 

The exaction s wer e unspeakable . Ou r blesse d Saviou r me t 
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treason, treachery , an d shame . Tak e a  loo k a t Simo n o f Cyrene , 
for instance . Analyz e hi s objection s whe n h e wa s require d t o 
assist Jesu s i n bearin g th e cross . Hi s journe y fro m Tripol i wa s 
expressly fo r th e purpos e o f fulfillin g th e ceremonia l demand s o f 
the Jewish law . H e ha d com e t o worship . H e wa s a  devou t ma n 
and sincere . An y attachmen t t o th e cross , even t o layin g a  finge r 
upon it , woul d quickl y disqualif y hi m fo r worshi p an d woul d 
at onc e invalidat e hi s ever y dedicate d effort . I t woul d rende r 
him unclean . H e woul d b e associate d wit h malefactor s an d 
would the n b e subjected t o the vituperation vente d b y th e motle y 
crowds alon g th e course . H e immediatel y shran k fro m an y suc h 
involvement, bu t al l protest s wer e unavailing . The y compelle d 
him. If  Simo n though t himsel f hol y b y virtu e o f hi s preparatio n 
for som e ceremonia l procedure , wha t abou t Hi m wh o wa s with -
out spo t an d blemish ? 

Jesus, on th e other hand , mad e n o protest . H e wa s condemne d 
to die , and H e accepte d th e judgment a s i f i t wer e Hi s ver y own . 
His ow n i t wa s by willin g substitution . H e wa s le d a s a  lam b t o 
the slaughter , an d th e thing s t o whic h Simo n o f Cyren e objecte d 
were eve n mor e odiou s t o th e spotles s So n o f God . H e despise d 
the shame , th e unspeakabl e disgrace , bu t H e wen t withou t th e 
camp, bearin g th e reproach . Whil e th e cros s bor e heavil y upo n 
His wear y body , th e reproac h presse d mor e weightil y upo n Hi s 
blessed heart . Th e combine d load , however , coul d no t over -
balance th e weigh t o f lov e H e ha d fo r ou r poor , helpless , hope -
less souls. Greate r lov e hat h n o on e tha n this . Instea d o f honor , 
it wa s dishonor ; instea d o f reverence , i t wa s cursing ; instea d o f 
appreciation, i t wa s depreciation ; instea d o f reception , i t wa s 
rejection; instea d o f a  throne , i t wa s a  cross . 

It shoul d b e observe d tha t th e positio n o f ou r Lor d i s alway s 
central. Fro m th e Tre e o f Lif e i n th e Garde n o f Ede n t o th e 
Lamb upo n th e Thron e o f Glory , th e positiona l emphasi s i s 
invariably "i n th e midst. " H e promise d t o b e i n th e mids t o f 
those wh o gathe r i n Hi s name . Joh n sa w Hi m i n th e mids t o f 
the lam p stand s i n hi s apocalypti c vision . Eve n i n deat h ther e 
was n o exception , fo r o n eithe r sid e wa s on e an d Jesu s i n th e 
middle. There , silhouette d no t onl y agains t horizon' s sill , bu t 
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against history' s ineffaceabl e outline , "h e wa s numbered wit h th e 
transgressors." 

Jesus wa s ever cognizan t o f th e en d t o whic h H e woul d come . 
He thu s informe d Hi s disciples . W e com e upo n Hi m a s one da y 
He "bega n t o teach them." 1 Thi s was a school of theolog y indeed . 
The outlin e o f Hi s lesso n o n thi s occasio n ca n b e liste d tersel y a s 
follows: 

1. Th e So n o f ma n MUS T suffer . 
2. Th e So n o f ma n MUS T b e rejected . 
3. Th e So n o f ma n MUS T b e killed . 
4. Th e So n o f ma n MUS T b e raised . 

A PLAC E O F DISREPUT E 

The plac e o f executio n wa s always extra  portant,  post  urbem— 
outside th e gate , beyon d th e city . "Wherefor e Jesu s also , tha t 
he migh t sanctif y th e peopl e wit h hi s ow n blood , suffered  with -
out th e gate." 2 I t marke d th e poena  maxima—  th e severes t pen -
alty o f an y syste m o f jurisprudence . Thu s th e plac e wa s hel d i n 
disrepute. I t wa s colloquiall y commo n i n Bibl e time s t o say , 
"Can an y goo d thin g com e ou t o f Nazareth? " I t wa s equall y 
axiomatic t o cry, "Golgotha fo r th e good-for-nothings." I t shoul d 
affect u s noticeabl y that , becaus e o f ou r sins , suc h a  hideou s ex -
perience befel l th e blesse d So n o f God . Fo r "the y .  . .  le d hi m 
away."3 No r wa s i t a n organize d march . I t wa s characterize d b y 
excited enmity . I t wa s a  disgracefull y memorabl e parade . Thos e 
who walke d thi s "las t mile " wer e treate d wit h disdai n an d in -
human abuse . 

"And h e bearin g hi s cros s wen t fort h int o a  plac e calle d th e 
place o f a  skull." 4 H e went ; H e wen t t o a  place ; H e wen t t o a 
place o f shame ; H e wen t bearin g Hi s cross . An d neve r forge t it , 
He wen t i n ou r stead . I t i s a  momentou s thin g tha t th e Lor d o f 
Glory shoul d thu s b e humbled . Surel y H e mad e Himsel f o f "n o 
reputation."5 Th e Egyptia n bondage , th e lions ' den , th e fiery 
furnace, th e Philippia n jail , th e Isl e o f Patmos—wha t wer e thes e 
in compariso n wit h th e Plac e o f th e Skul l whe n i t cam e t o un -
mitigated disgrace ! 

"Mark 8:31 a Heb. 13:12 "Joh n 19:1 6 4 John 19:1 7 'Phil . 2:7 
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Is i t t o b e wondere d tha t th e su n refuse d t o shine ? I s i t sur -
prising tha t th e heavens groaned with thunderou s reverberations ? 
Is i t t o be though t strang e tha t th e breas t o f mothe r eart h shoul d 
tremble? Th e Kin g eternal , Go d incarnate , wa s le d b y wicke d 
men t o a  point o f shamefu l indignit y an d i n th e compan y o f con -
demned criminals . Fo r thi s reason , an d fo r thi s reaso n alone , w e 
might objec t t o th e translator s o f Luk e givin g th e plac e suc h a 
sweet-sounding nam e a s Calvary.  "Golgotha " i s a  trifl e harder , 
while "skull" seems most appropriate . I t wa s a place o f disrepute . 

T H E PLAC E O F DERISIO N 

"And the y tha t passe d b y revile d him , waggin g thei r heads." 6 

This vers e ha s give n ris e t o th e prevailin g impressio n o f com -
mentators tha t th e crucifixion too k place beside a  public highway . 
Surely thi s though t i s no t implied . Wa s thi s th e conduc t o f 
quiet sojourner s wh o chance d t o pas s a t thi s particula r time ? 
Unthinkable! Thi s i s th e displa y o f thos e wh o crie d fo r Hi s 
death an d hounde d Hi m t o thi s plac e o f execution . Thei r evi l 
hearts i n diabolica l excitemen t ar e no w reachin g th e ultimat e o f 
vitriolic an d vil e outburst s a s the y marc h bac k an d fort h befor e 
the impaled Creator . Fro m th e very tim e i t was said, "Ther e wa s 
no room fo r the m i n th e inn," 7 unti l thi s presen t moment , i t ha s 
been mos t eviden t tha t thi s worl d a t larg e ha s ha d n o desir e fo r 
the Saviour . Bu t le t u s observ e mor e closel y th e vers e a t hand . 

"They"—The Designation  of  Chrüt  Rejectors.  I n Noah' s time , 
before th e judgmen t o f Go d fell , "they " wer e eatin g an d drink -
ing, marryin g an d givin g i n marriage . Whe n Abraha m inter -
ceded wit h heart-stirrin g prayer s fo r th e peopl e o f Sodom , plead -
ing tha t Go d woul d spar e th e cit y i f h e coul d fin d te n righteou s 
men there , "they " said , "Stan d back." 8 I n Elijah' s time , "they " 
said, " O Baal , hea r us." 9 I n Matthew' s recor d o f th e crucifixion , 
not les s than te n time s do we fin d th e word "they " a s designatin g 
those wh o violentl y rejecte d th e Chris t o f God . 

"Passed by"—The  Most  Unpardonable  of  All  Their  Acts.  The y 
were passing by the only doo r t o Heaven , fo r i t wa s He wh o said : 

«Matt. 27:39 'Luk e 2:7 'Gen . 19:9 « I Kings 18:2 6 
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"I a m th e door : b y me i f an y ma n ente r in , h e shal l b e saved." 10 

They wer e passin g b y th e onl y Saviour , "fo r ther e i s non e othe r 
name unde r heave n give n amon g men , whereb y w e mus t b e 
saved."11 The y wer e passin g t o thei r doom . I t seem s superfluou s 
to sing : "Pas s m e not , O  gentl e Saviour , hea r m y humbl e cry ; 
while o n other s Tho u ar t calling , d o no t pas s m e by. " Mor e 
accurately, i t i s not th e Saviou r wh o i s passing b y men ; i t i s me n 
passing b y th e Saviour . Eve n thoug h th e sinner s a t th e cros s 
taunted Him , jeered, mocked, smote, pierced an d maltreate d Hi m 
in a  multiplicit y o f ways , paradis e woul d hav e bee n thei r pros -
pect—indeed, thei r realization , i f onl y the y ha d joine d wit h th e 
one malefactor , saying , "Lord , remembe r me. " Bu t the y passe d 
by! 

"Reviled"-The Offensive  Odor  of  Their  Corrupt  Nature.  Th e 
vociferous taunt s which were hurled a t th e dying Saviour i n thes e 
moments o f Hi s intens e agon y wer e th e result s o f mo b psychol -
ogy. I t i s likel y tha t on e originate d th e word s whil e other s 
joined thei r voice s i n a  concerte d railing , fillin g th e whol e coun -
tryside wit h thei r boisterou s denunciatio n o f th e spotles s Lam b 
of God . "Tho u tha t destroyes t th e temple , an d buildes t i t i n 
three days , sav e thyself," 12 the y shoute d wit h wicke d glee . "I f 
thou b e th e So n o f God , com e dow n fro m th e cross. " I t i s un -
mistakably clea r tha t thi s wa s th e Father  of  lies 13 motivatin g hi s 
children i n a n attemp t t o disprove th e trut h o f Jesus ' statements . 
As he onc e brough t Samso n int o th e templ e o f Dago n t o "mak e 
sport" fo r th e thre e thousan d hissing , deprave d peopl e wh o 
looked on , even s o he seeks now t o put ou r Lor d t o shame i n thi s 
solemn hour . Yes , Golgotha wa s th e plac e o f derision . 

"Wagging their  heads"—A  Gesture  of  Rejection.  I t woul d 
seem tha t thei r wicke d emotion s ha d bee n whippe d int o suc h 
fitful intensit y tha t gestures must no w be added t o thei r expresse d 
animosity fo r th e sak e o f emphasis . Perhap s th e superscriptio n 
above th e head o f Jesu s had cause d this . Pilat e ha d written , ove r 
the persecutors ' protest : "THI S I S JESUS T H E KIN G O F T H E 
JEWS."" 

"John 10: 9 "Act s 4:1 2 "Matt . 27:4 0 "Joh n 8:4 4 "Mat t 27:3 7 
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As th e noddin g o f th e hea d i s a  positiv e gesture , betokenin g 
agreement o r acceptance , so the wagging of th e head i s a negativ e 
motion, indicating disagreement o r rejection . Whe n the y saw th e 
word "JESUS, " whic h mean s Saviour , the y wagge d thei r head s 
violently. H e wa s not  thei r saviour . Whe n the y sa w th e word s 
"KING O F TH E JEWS " they wagged thei r head s i n fir m denial . 
He wa s not  thei r king . The y ha d n o kin g bu t Caesar . On e hun -
dred an d five  thousan d peopl e passe d b y th e bie r o f Bab e Ruth , 
of basebal l fame , t o pa y thei r respects . Thi s uncounte d numbe r 
passed b y th e cros s o f Chris t t o sho w thei r disrespect . Action s 
speak loude r tha n words . Golgoth a wa s th e plac e o f derision . 

A PLAC E O F DEAT H 

"Where the y crucifie d him." 15 Thi s i s precisel y wh y the y 
placed a  cross upon th e Lor d an d parade d Hi m t o thi s particula r 
point. Sinc e ever y othe r detai l develope d wit h propheti c exact -
ness, i s i t no t reasonabl e t o assum e tha t th e Plac e o f th e Skul l 
was minutely marked ou t i n th e blueprint s o f Omniscience ? Thi s 
was tru e o f Hi s birth : "Bu t thou , Bethlehe m Ephratah , thoug h 
thou b e littl e amon g th e thousand s o f Judah , ye t ou t o f the e 
shall h e come fort h unt o m e tha t i s t o b e rule r i n Israel." 10 Con -
cerning Hi s secon d advent , i t i s stated : "Hi s fee t shal l stan d i n 
that da y upon th e mount o f Olives , which i s before Jerusale m o n 
the east." 17 Th e poin t o f Hi s deceas e wa s jus t a s specificall y 
planned, an d Calvar y wa s th e place . 

This bald , bleak , skull-lik e moun d reeke d wit h th e ver y at -
mosphere o f death . I t di d no t nee d t o hav e skeleton s strew n 
around, a s some suppose , i n orde r t o giv e i t th e ghastl y cas t o f a 
life-destroying scene . I t wa s commonl y know n a s th e plac e o f 
death. Peopl e referred t o Golgoth a a s th e resident s o f Ne w Yor k 
State refer t o Sing Sing. A  judge, in rendering hi s verdict, di d no t 
necessarily emplo y th e wor d "crucifixion. " I t woul d hav e been , 
and perhap s was , sufficien t merel y t o say , "Golgotha. " Tha t 
meant doom . 

It seems incredible tha t th e Might y Make r shoul d b e fitted  int o 

'John 19:18 "Mica h 5: 2 "Zech . 14:4 
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such a n ignominiou s picture—th e Creato r o f th e Creatio n cru -
cified! Th e explanation , o f course , is that Go d "hat h mad e him 
to be sin [th e sin-offering] fo r us." 18 Th e verdic t agains t u s was 
death. A s our substitute , H e die d fo r us—a t th e place o f execu -
tion. Golgoth a was that  place. 

º É Cor . 5:2 1 



THE PLAC E O F PONDERIN G 

"But Peter  followed  him  afar  off  unto  the  high 
priest's palace,  and  went  in,  and  sat  with  the 
servants, to  see  the  end."—Matthew  26:58 

˛ \ T 7 H E N JESU S WA S BROUGH T befor e Caiapha s th e hig h priest , 
* *  Peter , togethe r wit h th e servant s o f th e palace , sa t dow n 

"to se e th e end. " Wha t en d di d the y expec t t o see ? Th e en d o f 
His teaching ? Th e en d o f Hi s ministry ? Th e en d o f Hi s follow -
ing? Th e en d o f Chris t Himself ? W e canno t b e to o sur e wha t 
was i n th e mind s o f Pete r an d hi s ill-gotte n associate s a s the y 
watched an d waited . It , o f course , wa s no t patien t passivity , bu t 
the delusio n o f a n impossibl e neutrality . The y wer e merel y 
sitting o n th e sidelines—simpl y spectator s fro m th e galleries . Bu t 
there i s n o neutra l positio n whe n i t come s t o Chris t an d Hi s 
death. On e i s either fo r Hi m o r agains t Him . 

Paradoxical a s it may appear , th e end t o which Chris t wa s the n 
coming, th e en d fo r whic h H e wa s born , wa s a n end , th e en d o f 
which shal l neve r b e seen . The y wer e watchin g Hi m wh o i s 
Himself the  end  eve n a s He i s the beginning . Th e cros s was no t 
the en d o f Christ' s teaching . Hi s teachin g continue s wit h al l th e 
freshness, beauty , an d forc e whic h i t possesse d whe n i t fel l fro m 
those blessed lip s which spak e as never ma n spake . Tha t i t migh t 
continue, th e resurrected Chris t me t wit h Hi s disciple s jus t prio r 
to Hi s gloriou s ascensio n an d outline d th e direction s fo r a  con -
tinuation o f tha t whic h H e "bega n bot h t o d o an d teach." 1 

Nor wa s th e cros s th e en d o f Hi s ministry , fo r th e blessing s o f 
His Word , th e powe r o f Hi s grace , th e wisdo m o f Hi s counsel , 
and th e sweetnes s o f Hi s comfor t stil l reac h untol d heart s i n th e 
most remot e part s o f th e earth . An d th e cros s di d no t en d Hi s 

'Acts 1:1 , 2 
18 
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following. Peopl e o f ever y trib e an d natio n hav e bowe d humbl y 
at Hi s blesse d fee t i n faithfu l acceptanc e o f salvatio n an d hav e 
earnestly contende d fo r th e faith , som e eve n goin g t o prison s 
and th e burnin g stakes . Today , a s neve r before , Hi s servant s 
push forwar d t o th e end s o f th e eart h a s faithfu l ambassadors , 
personal representative s o f th e Kin g o f kings . Neithe r wa s th e 
cross the end o f Christ , for , afte r plungin g int o th e river o f death , 
He emerge d o n th e resurrectio n sid e with th e victor y shout , "Be -
cause I  live , ye shal l liv e also." 2 T o Joh n o n th e Isl e o f Patmos , 
He said : " I a m h e tha t liveth , an d wa s dead ; and , behold , I  a m 
alive fo r evermore." 3 Hi s wor k i s just a s eterna l a s Himself . Hi s 
is an eterna l purpose . Hi s ministr y mus t continue , els e w e ar e o f 
all me n mos t miserable . I t wil l continue : "Fo r th e Lor d o f host s 
hath purpose d .  . .  and wh o shal l tur n i t back?" 4 Ye t th e specta -
tors sa t dow n t o se e th e end . 

There i s a  sens e i n whic h th e cros s ma y b e pondere d wit h 
profit. B y th e term , the  cross,  we mean , no t th e physica l instru -
ment of death, but th e work which was so gloriously accomplishe d 
thereon. 

T H E MALEFACTO R PONDERE D TH E CROS S 

Yes, "th e dyin g thie f rejoice d t o se e tha t fountai n i n hi s day. " 
And h e wil l neve r ceas e t o rejoice . Th e secon d malefacto r wa s 
just a s nea r th e Fountain , an d thoug h thirsty , refuse d t o drink . 
This i s th e travest y o f huma n indifference . Som e believe ; other s 
discredit. Som e receive ; other s reject . 

He Revered  God.  Thi s ma n wh o foun d a  plac e i n th e Who's 
Who o f Sacred Writ ha d t o look beyond th e center cros s to see th e 
third. H e mus t hav e gaze d upo n th e Saviou r a s he spoke . "Dos t 
thou no t fea r Go d .  . .  ?" 5 H e demanded . Hi s questio n was , b y 
inference, hi s ow n positiv e testimony . A s h e pondere d th e cross , 
the first  thin g whic h occurre d t o hi s mind i n hi s intens e anguis h 
was th e fea r o f God . Thi s "i s th e beginnin g o f wisdom," 6 fo r " a 
prudent ma n foreseet h th e evi l [judgment] , an d hidet h himself : 
but th e simpl e pas s on , an d ar e punished." 7 

He Renounced  Self.  Th e malefacto r confesse d hi s guilt , ap -
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proved th e court' s verdic t i n hi s case , an d recognize d hi s doom . 
"We receive th e due reward o f ou r deeds," 8 he lamented . H e ha d 
not a  single commendation concernin g himself . Hi s attitud e was : 
"Nothing i n m y han d I  bring ; simpl y t o Th y cros s I  cling. " H e 
was in n o conditio n t o die , bu t i n th e righ t conditio n t o believe . 
He wa s a t th e en d o f self . H e sense d hi s worthlessnes s an d kne w 
his helplessness . Whethe r o r no t me n si n agains t th e State , a s 
did thi s man , al l have sinned agains t God , an d non e i s any mor e 
worthy o f salvatio n tha n wa s he . Hi s prid e wa s dissipated ; hi s 
desire wa s definite ; hi s professio n wa s clear . Thi s pu t th e dyin g 
thief i n th e ver y cente r o f th e bes t possibl e positio n i n whic h t o 
receive th e gif t o f lif e throug h th e Saviour . 

He Respected  Christ.  "Thi s ma n hat h don e nothin g amiss, " 
he reasoned , whil e pai n wa s piercin g hi s being . Apar t fro m Pi -
late's wife , h e wa s th e onl y huma n defens e witnes s willin g t o 
speak i n behal f o f th e innocenc e o f Jesus . Wher e wa s th e boast -
ful Peter ? Wher e wa s th e belove d disciple ? Wher e ar e th e sun -
shine testimonie s whe n th e storm s ar e raging ? Wher e i s th e 
Church o f Chris t i n thi s crucia l hour ? Perhap s i n th e palac e o f 
pleasure, jus t sittin g an d waitin g fo r th e end.  Prophetically , 
we ar e tol d tha t Jesu s looke d fo r comforters , bu t foun d none. 9 

Does thi s prophec y conflic t wit h th e malefactor' s statement ? No . 
This was not sympathy . Thi s was a  statement o f appraisa l o n th e 
part o f a  stranger . I t wa s nevertheles s a n evidenc e o f respect . 

He Requested  Salvation.  Sinc e divin e salvatio n i s a  gift , on e 
does no t nee d t o as k fo r it . On e simpl y take s i t b y fait h an d re -
ceives i t with appreciation . Bu t witnes s tw o facts : First,  thi s wa s 
before th e "vei l o f th e templ e wa s ren t i n th e midst." 10 I t wa s 
yet i n tha t perio d whe n sincere , repentant peopl e cried , "Go d b e 
merciful t o m e a  sinner." 11 Second,  i t i s no t s o muc h th e state -
ment o f th e lip s as it i s the state of th e hear t whic h counts . Some , 
when passin g fro m deat h t o life , knee l whil e other s stand ; som e 
weep whil e other s smile ; som e ar e cal m whil e other s ar e notice -
ably moved , ye t al l ar e soundl y save d i f the y trus t i n th e Lor d 
Jesus Christ . Th e malefacto r said : "Lord , remembe r m e whe n 
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thou comes t int o th y kingdom." 12 H e confesse d Jesu s a s Lor d 
and believe d i n hi s hear t th e fac t o f resurrection . Thoug h Jesu s 
were dying , he believe d H e woul d com e int o Hi s kingdom . Th e 
requirements o f Roman s 10: 9 wer e specificall y met . Suc h be -
lieving bring s salvation . 

T H E ROMA N CENTURIO N PONDERE D TH E CROS S 

He Was  Alert.  W e observ e tha t th e centurio n wa s "watchin g 
Jesus."13 I t i s eviden t tha t th e eye s of al l wer e focuse d upo n th e 
Saviour. H e wa s th e centra l figure . H e i s alway s th e prominen t 
personality. Th e centurio n wa s aler t i n th e performanc e o f hi s 
duty. H e wa s ther e t o guar d th e thre e crosses , bu t hi s eye s wer e 
fastened upo n th e middl e one . 

He Was  Alarmed.  T o stan d guar d a t crucifixion s whil e o n 
occupational dut y fo r Rom e wa s no t a  ne w experienc e fo r thi s 
veteran soldier . A t thi s particula r time , however , ther e wa s a 
difference—a tremendou s difference , singula r developments . Th e 
sun wen t int o mournin g wit h a  three-hou r blackout ; th e heaven s 
moaned wit h thunderou s groans , whil e th e breas t o f mothe r 
earth tremble d unti l th e rock s bega n t o crac k an d th e grave s be -
gan t o open . Soldier s wh o hav e bee n throug h fiery  ordeal s ar e 
not to o easil y frightened , bu t th e centurio n an d hi s compan y 
"feared greatly. " Bu t mus t Go d shak e th e eart h t o sti r th e heart s 
of me n t o a n acknowledgmen t o f Hi s Son ? 

He Was  Accurate. "Trul y thi s was the Son of God," 14 h e firml y 
avowed. H e wa s righ t i n hi s appraisa l bu t wron g i n hi s timing . 
Note th e tens e o f th e verb . Th e Grea t Whit e Thron e judgmen t 
scene ha s bee n dramaticall y depicte d b y poet , penman , an d 
preacher, bu t non e ha s eve r bee n abl e t o full y assa y th e deep , 
deathly disillusionmen t o f thos e wh o wil l ther e discove r tha t i t 
was th e So n o f Go d the y ha d dishonored , disbelieved , rejected . 
How unspeakabl y importan t i s i t fo r eye s t o b e opene d now  t o 
that whic h Go d Himsel f avows  i s true ! 

T H E APOSTL E PETE R PONDERE D TH E CROS S 

He Saw  the  Prophets'  Hope  Fulfilled.  Howeve r nebulou s ma y 
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have bee n Peter' s forme r outlook , howeve r unstead y hi s heart , 
he i s now a  man wit h a  ne w vision an d a n unswervin g poise . H e 
was a  competen t eyewitnes s o f wha t th e prophet s looke d fo r bu t 
the fulfillmen t o f whic h the y di d no t see . "O f whic h salvation, " 
he tell s us , "th e prophet s hav e inquire d an d searche d diligently , 
who prophesie d o f th e grac e tha t shoul d com e .  .  .  searchin g 
what, o r wha t manne r o f tim e th e Spiri t o f Chris t whic h wa s i n 
them di d signify , whe n i t testifie d beforehan d th e suffering s o f 
Christ."18 Eve n thoug h Pete r was , a t th e time , a  vacillatin g dis -
ciple, followin g afa r of f an d sittin g i n th e enem y cam p t o war m 
his hands , h e nevertheles s sa w wha t th e prophet s die d withou t 
seeing. 

He Saw  the  Preciousness  of  the  Blood  of  Christ.  Peter , wit h 
Paul, was very clea r o n th e basi c essential s o f th e faith . If  on e i s 
wrong o n th e meanin g o f th e cross , on e i s wron g o n ever y im -
portant matte r concernin g Christ . If  yo u wer e t o ask th e belove d 
apostle ho w w e ar e redeemed , ther e woul d b e neithe r hesitanc y 
nor equivocation . "Wit h th e preciou s bloo d o f Christ , a s o f a 
lamb withou t blemis h an d withou t spot" 18 woul d b e hi s quic k 
and faithfu l reply . An d thi s is the value o f th e work o f Chris t o n 
the cross . H e she d Hi s bloo d fo r th e remissio n o f sins . Th e lif e 
is in the blood, thu s He poure d ou t Hi s lif e fo r al l mankind . 

He Saw  the  Purpose  of  the  Crucifixion.  Th e deat h o f Chris t 
was no t fo r th e purpos e primaril y o f removin g sins , a s vita l a s 
that is . Th e peopl e o f God' s han d ha d becom e estrange d fro m 
Him. The y ha d t o b e brough t back . Jesu s cam e t o see k an d t o 
save the lost . H e die d t o bring me n t o God . Bu t ho w coul d sin -
marred ma n com e int o contac t wit h a  hol y God ? Thei r sin s 
had produce d a  separation. 17 Ther e wa s a  barrier . Ther e mus t 
be remova l befor e ther e ca n b e reunion . Observ e ho w clearl y 
Peter sa w thi s whe n h e said : "Fo r Chris t als o hat h onc e suffered 
for sins , th e jus t fo r th e unjust , tha t h e migh t brin g u s t o God , 
being pu t t o deat h i n th e flesh,  bu t quickene d b y th e Spirit." 18 

Thus, while ther e ar e betwee n Go d an d ma n distance , difference , 
and deception , Calvar y care s fo r i t all . 
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T H E APOSTL E PAU L PONDERE D TH E CROS S 

The Apostle's  Identification  with  the  Cross.  Pau l mad e a 
business o f livin g th e Christia n life . I t absorbe d hi s thoughts , 
his time , an d hi s energy . S o completel y ha d h e becom e a  ne w 
creation, an d s o utterl y ha d th e forme r thing s disappeare d fro m 
his life , tha t h e coul d confidentl y assert , " I a m crucifie d wit h 
Christ."19 Thi s i s mor e factua l tha n figurativ e A s state d else -
where i n thi s volume , h e me t hatre d a t it s bitterest , rejectio n 
at it s saddest , povert y a t it s depth , mocker y a t it s worst , misun -
derstanding a t it s height , sorro w a t it s deepest , enmit y a t it s 
fiercest, an d deat h a t it s cruelest . Bu t whil e i t wa s a n actua l ex -
perience wit h Paul , i t wa s mor e spiritua l tha n physical . H e 
reckoned th e ol d Sau l o f Tarsu s t o have bee n naile d t o th e cros s 
—having die d wit h Christ . 

The Apostle's  Interest  in  the  Cross.  Th e interes t o f on e cru -
cified wit h Chris t coul d li e onl y i n tha t whic h ha d brough t new -
found joys , unprecedente d opportunitie s an d th e prospec t o f 
glory. Pau l witnessed th e folk abou t hi m boastin g i n th e precept s 
and ceremonie s whic h had bee n don e awa y i n th e sacrificia l wor k 
of Calvary . "Go d forbid, " h e emphaticall y asserted , "tha t I 
should glory , sav e i n th e cros s o f ou r Lor d Jesu s Christ." 20 Th e 
cross hel d a n appea l fo r hi m whic h excelle d an d overpowere d 
all else. I t towere d ove r th e wrecks of time . H e foun d i t alon e t o 
be dross-refining , pride-consuming , spirit-lifting , an d faith-pro -
moting. 

The Apostle's  Intention  Concerning  the  Cross.  A s t o th e in -
tention o f Pau l w e nee d hav e n o doubt . H e wa s determine d t o 
know nothin g "sav e Jesu s Christ , an d hi m crucified." 21 Hi s in -
tention, indee d hi s determination , wa s t o mak e availabl e t o 
others th e messag e whic h ha d introduce d hi m t o suc h holy , hap -
py privileges . I t migh t hav e appeare d foolis h t o many, 22 bu t h e 
firmly pledge d himsel f t o a  faithfu l proclamatio n o f th e cross . 
It i s th e messag e alon e whic h promise s peac e an d prospec t t o a 
hopeless race . I t i s the onl y assuranc e o f Heaven . I t ha s a  trans -
forming power , a n enlightenin g force , an d a n encouragin g 
strength. Thi s i s th e Paulin e vie w o f th e cros s o f Christ . 
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T H E FATHE R PONDERE D TH E CROS S 

"If w e receiv e th e witnes s o f men, " th e apostl e Joh n remind s 
us, "th e witnes s o f Go d i s greater. " No r i s th e Fathe r silen t o n 
this all-importan t matter . I n th e final  analysis , Go d wa s th e 
principal on e t o b e satisfied . Wa s He ? 

The Son  Regarded  by  the  Father.  Bot h a t th e baptis m o f 
Jesus an d a t Hi s transfiguration , Heave n ben t lo w t o broadcas t 
the Father' s approval . "Thi s i s m y belove d So n i n who m I  a m 
well pleased, " sai d th e voic e fro m th e mos t excellen t Glory . 
There neve r wa s a  momen t whe n i t wa s otherwise . Jesu s wa s 
perfect i n Hi s walk , word , an d work . Th e Fathe r sa w Hi s con -
duct an d hear d Hi s conversation . H e watche d Hi m executin g 
the plan s whic h the y ha d lai d conjointl y i n eternit y past . H e 
witnessed Hi s justic e bein g vindicate d an d observe d Hi s right -
eousness bein g protected . Go d wa s wel l please d wit h Calvary' s 
accomplishment. 

The Son Was  Raised  by  the  Father.  W e canno t mov e ver y fa r 
into suc h solem n considerations , bu t w e kno w tha t i t wa s th e 
"God o f peace , tha t brough t agai n fro m th e dea d ou r Lor d 
Jesus."23 B y th e resurrection , Jesu s wa s "declare d t o b e th e So n 
of Go d wit h power." 24 Al l o f thi s prove s conclusivel y th e dee p 
satisfaction o f th e Fathe r a s He viewe d th e work o f th e cross . 

The Son  Was  Received  by  the  Father.  W e ma y kno w wha t i t 
means to welcome home a  son from a  far-flun g battl e fron t wher e 
victory ha s bee n won , bu t w e canno t no w kno w wha t i t wa s lik e 
for th e Saviou r t o retur n t o th e Father' s righ t hand . Th e Hol y 
Spirit, throug h Paul , simpl y explaine d tha t H e wa s "receive d 
up int o glory." 25 Yes , the Fathe r pondere d th e cross . H e sa w al l 
that transpired , eve n withi n th e enshroudin g darkness . Hi s 
acceptance o f th e wor k o f Chris t i s prove d i n tha t H e regarde d 
His So n wit h th e fulles t o f pleasure , raise d Hi m wit h th e great -
est of power, an d received Hi m wit h th e riches t o f honor . 

If Calvar y ca n stan d divin e scrutiny , le t u s b e assure d tha t th e 
message o f th e cros s whic h w e preac h ca n withstan d th e mos t 
caustic criticis m o f th e skeptic , atheist , an d infidel . Le t u s like -
wise glory onl y i n th e cros s of ou r Lor d Jesu s Christ . 
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