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“We Need...
HELP!”

George Sullivan went numb. Then waves of fear flooded over him.

He picked up the note from his wife, Michelle, and read it
again in complete disbelief. She told him she still loved him, but
the stress of constant arguments over their finances was more
than she could bear. She needed space, maybe separation . .. and,
if things didn’t improve, perhaps even a divorce.

George broke out in a cold sweat. He felt like he’d been
punched in the stomach and was fighting to catch his breath. Ten
years of marriage and three children later it had come to this?
Where could he turn for help? Who could he talk to about rescu-
ing his marriage? His mind was spinning.

Suddenly, he thought about their neighbors, the Daytons.
They gotalong so well, and Michelle had said that they had a good
handle on their money. She had tried to get George to open up to
them, but, Why was I so stubborn? Why didn’t I agree with Michelle to
meet them? he thought.

Knowing he had nothing to lose, he picked up his phone and
speed-dialed Michelle’s cell. When he heard her voice, his own
nearly failed him. Emotions slammed into him like a Georgia
cloudburst.

“Michelle . .. ” he finally said. “Hi, it’s me.”

There was a silence on the other end of the line.

“I'. .. I want our marriage to work,” he stammered. “Okay, we
need help. I know that now.”
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“And . ..?” Michelle said, finally speaking.

“I'm willing to go to someone for help . . . like the Daytons.
Okay with you?”

“I'wouldn’t mind,” she said. “It’s a step anyway.”

Relief washed over George, leaving him weak in the knees.

Later that evening the Sullivans met with us in our living room.
Itwas clear that their relationship was in trouble. As they described
their situation, they couldn’t even look at each other. George was
embarrassed. Michelle swung between hurt and anger.

They lived paycheck to paycheck, had a pile of debt, and very
little money saved. Despite repeated promises that he would
spend carefully, George often spent impulsively without discuss-
ing his purchases with Michelle. She felt betrayed and no longer
trusted him.

“Every time we talk about our finances or even sit down to work
out the bills, we end up in a huge fight. I'm tired of it,” Michelle
declared. “It’s affected every area of our marriage—and I mean
every area. I can’tlive like this anymore.”

“You’re not alone in struggling with money,” I said, searching
for the right words to reply to this deeply troubled couple. “In
fact, it’s the number one thing couples argue about.”

“That’s right,” my wife, Bev, added. “Early in our marriage,
Howard and I often fought over money. And sometimes it got
pretty ugly. But all that began to change once we learned what
God says about both marriage and money.”

It was asif a little light went on in the midst

What you learn

of George’s gloom. “God says something

about marriage and about money?” he said.

will often seem “You mean like—He says stuff about credit
radical and card debt and falling behind on our car pay-

revolutionary

ments?”
Bev laughed, and some of the tension in

the room lifted a little. “Well, God doesn’t
talk about credit cards or auto loans,” she said. “But He does give
us basic truths that will strengthen and improve any marriage.”
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She glanced over at me with a smile. “And Howard and I are liv-
ing proof of what can happen when someone learns these prin-
ciples.”

“That’s right,” I affirmed. “God loves you and cares deeply for
you and He knows money is a big part of our lives. That’s why the
Bible has so much to say about it—would you be surprised if I told
you money is mentioned more than two thousand times in the
Bible?”

“Really?” George said.

“Sure, God knows that money would be a struggle for all of us
in our lives and marriages, and He wants to equip us to handle it
well.”

“I never knew that,” Michelle commented.

“God wants you to use money and even money challenges
to bring the two of you closer to each other rather than damag-
ing your marriage,” I continued. “Most couples view money as a
wedge that divides them—and for a lot of couples it is—but God
intends money to be one of the glues that bonds your love for
each other.”

“And the Bible is equally practical when it comes to how to
have a great marriage,” Bevadded. “God designed marriage to be
a blessing.”

George leaned back in his chair a little. “Well,” he said flatly,
“our marriage is in trouble—and our finances are pretty much a
wreck. I have no clue what the Bible says about all this, but...I’'m
willing to learn if it will help us. You too, Michelle?”

“You knowI’'m ready,” she replied.

Your financial life and marriage may not be in as critical shape
as that of George and Michelle—or it might be worse. But the
truths from the Bible that you will learn in this book will improve
your marriage and your finances. You might be surprised to know
that money and possessions are actually mentioned more than
2,350 times in the Bible, and that 15 percent of everything Jesus
said had to do with this topic!

However, I need to warn you: what you learn will often seem
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radical and revolutionary because it’s so different from the way
most couples view their marriages and their finances. But what
you learn can transform your relationship and your financial
statement—for the better. As I said, I can guarantee that because
you will be learning what the Lord of the universe knows is best
for you.

God expressed it this way in Isaiah 55:8-9: ““My thoughts are
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the
Lord. ‘As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.’”

God has His ways, and they are the best ways. But they’re not
always the ways our culture accepts. God has paths for us to walk,
and they are very good paths. But they’re not always the ones that
most people follow. God’s ways of having a terrific marriage and
stable finances are very different from the way most people think
and act. But they are so much higher—so much better—than
most people can even imagine.

Bev and I will be transparent and share our own journey with
you. When we were newly married, issues over money were harm-
ing our relationship. We didn’t know how to communicate in an
encouraging and healthy way or how to resolve financial conflicts.
We didn’t recognize that our backgrounds and even how our par-
ents handled money influenced us deeply. We didn’t understand
that we had different financial personalities that were intended by
God to balance us instead of frustrate us.

Today, by God’s grace, we no longer argue about money. As we
have applied what God says about it, we use money to bless and
encourage each other. We have traveled from a place of financial
bondage with some assets but tons of debt, little savings, and no
generosity, to a place of true financial freedom.

And you can too.

I'mean that with all my heart.

—

C\}



"WE NEED...HELP!"

21

Here are the things we will cover to help you get to that place.

1.

. How to communicate well with each other
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How to have a healthy marriage

. What God says about handling money wisely
. How to deal with marital conflict and crises
. What both engaged and long-married couples need to

know

. Help for situations from stepfamilies to stay-at-home moms

My best friend as a child was Ricky Smith. Ricky wore glasses,

and one day I playfully put them on to tease him. And wow—was

I surprised! I could suddenly see more clearly than ever before

in my life. Only then did I realize that I needed glasses. When I

learned what the Bible says about handling money and having a

great marriage, it was just like putting on Ricky’s glasses. For the

first time, I saw clearly that the only way to enjoy a great marriage

was to do it God’s way.

Let’s explore what He says about it.






