
JANUARYl 
Owning thing, Enjoying E rything 

I
Will 'enl thing. wi h Y lI , ord on e and for all c m erning m 
righ s ~nd re 'pon ibilitie . To ace 'pt Je u am ' a ior m ... ..1n .. I 
re ign all righ~ [ jusrify my . in frY U; J<::~us does lhat for 

me. ut to ac pt Jesu~ . ~ my L rd m ,n I r sign all rights r 
myel -my lim ,ill Lal nL ", my furur , Ill all. 

That is wher m difficulry is-resigning my, If. T ~ urr nder 
m righ [Q m self m an " 'urrenciering my right1 ( my reputation 
(He "mad himself of no repurati n. · Philippian 2: KJV} urrend [
ing m righu tho m place of se i e (H" U Sel His fa e to go t 
Jerusalem," Luke 9:51); "urr nd nng m ' ri hLo., my p e si n ' H 
had "no pla e (0 la his head,n Luke 9:58, i IV)' 'urrcnd ring my 
right (0 make demand (I Ie .. arne nOl to ') mini rer -dunlO. bu to 
mini rer, " 4arth 20:28, KJV; surr n rino my rights 1O pri acy and 
immuniry from the ne of other (I le <l id. ~Th Y need nm d part; 
give . . . them la eut " fatthew 14: 16 KJV). 

\'Qhen I b arne a Christian 1 the ught. HaLl' wonderful 10 be rid 
if'the hurd)11 of "in s rt:. ponsibility! BUl when I be ame a disciple , 

.Ie, \.IS pu anoth r burd n upon m "; th urden of oth rs. Tht.: 'econd 
urden took awa . all my righls, and r~rson without right i.~ a sit v . 

(He "(ook on the natur rform} f a ~ lave " hiUppbns :7, illiarns) , 
Mo. r of (11 rime when 1 am tou h t irrirat 1 or p . vi h (if it is 

nor physical , it i ~ beca us r ha r cia im d what I though! J h. d 'Uf

r ndered to Jesu ' , for ([1 , ar th f hngs of on ho e laim is 
threatened. y job then is t ) re-:urr n r a qui kly s P)$ 'ible and 
quitclaim my po::;~ si ns. I rejoi that I m an "all things n w " p r
sun, made so b cause I ha e b "com "n reall n" in Chri t _ 

orinthian -:17 , 0 rkel y) . 

"Rest in th lord and wait pari rzl~}' for Hirn; do not f ret because of 
him who prosp(!1 in his way. hectlUSe of Ih man who cam'es out 
wicked cherne. "(P alm:3 7: 7) , 



JANUARY 2 
The Lord of What Is to Come 

Lord. 1 know You can save me frO?l m. y sinS~~)ut CJ n YOll save me 

trom myself? God can save me trom [he ertects of my hare, but 
can He save me fro m being hateful? Can Ht.: chlnge me so that I 

J.m n longer si ingy, suspiciou , jeJlou~. cfuel, and moody? rr sa lva
tion ITlC;H1S anything, it must \.vork \vhere sin hegins, no t merely 
\-vhere ir ends. 

Lord . [hat j,'-, '\vhat Jesus came.: to do-to change people. not just 
heir record books. He.' came to rase tile criminal 's record ; but. even 

more, He came [0 erase the crim inal's repeatability. He not only came 
to dear the criminal in court. but t kee p him out of court thereaficr. 

"Thou an ,'imon ... thou shalt be called Ceph(j~ , . , . a stone" 

(J o hn t :42, KJV) . By that statement Jesus showed I lim. el f to I)c [he 
Lord of \~:ha( is to come. Ch:mgcable men are tran~formeJ into firm , 
rocklike men . He did not say . "You are Simon the, inner; )TOll shall 
hecornc Simon rhe ··aint." ,' irnon b~cd.me a rock. 

Thilt is thc::' wonJc:rru l thing about Je~u~.;-He sees llS nol as ......... e 
are but :1~ what we em become. Even more. He is alJlc to change us 
from wh~lt we are into what He sees u . capable of becoming. 

I am a plC1nned-f()r- lh~ -fu[urc man. 1 am clesl ineJ for God 's eter
nal ur:·:l.1IlCl. The eyes of th{; (-I II -seei ng Sculptor !J;·PlC scanned me and 

set me <i!:iidc ror developing. Lord . now I :-iee whHt You m 'ant when 
You said . "He h3 . . . . .'j(' [ eternity in their heart ': (Ecclesiastes 3: 11). 
\'(/ are bemg made for tomorrow, for the future, for eternity'. To look 
within ourselves nm\! ~1nd be discouraged is t miss it all. Gou, You 

look 3t us in y()ur tomorrow and rejoi ce over us as one finding great 
~rojl. 

"And du not be cunformed 10 this luorld, bu t be tran~formed I~v tbe 
renp.u·ing ojyoltr mind, fba t .vou may pt'ol 'e u.ihat tbe will of Cod is. 
tbul u'/ncb is good and acceptable c .. md j)(!'1/ecr" (Romans 12:2). 



JANUARY 3 
ForOlulas Are to B Avoi ed 

I 
ill void th~ pitfall of heing < fo rmula Chri tian. I T m urrounded 

by lit rature that promise me th ret f vi l ry, a - if God can 
be r du d to I method. Eyerywher I turn I di COY r «~tep' to 

th~ an ' st p t that. ' Christian who ar priyil ged to hare a new 
insight of Go r quick to bu ild it into a formula . 

( rou [av id all that. I mu [ keep in mind P ul', expre sian: " 
th d pth f th riches both a the w' dam and knowledge of God! 
How un rchabl ar his judgmen and hi a. pa t finding out!" 
R man ~ 11:33 KJV) . 

God will not let Himself be boxed tnt r: cip . How often I 
ha di 'cov red thar when J attempted 10 u"e . om one el e ' formula 
it did n t ork for me . God ~ de<lling ' with u are trictly personal. 
Th r ar gen. ral prin ip les, f cour . but the application is ad 
h mi'nern ("to th man"). That 's why orne n e l 's spiritual secret is 
a myst ry to me. 

N ith r an I y ith rchi med s, "1 hay fund it!" God's tim -
ly d Ii er::m for me loday will not nece arily be Hi deliverance 
[om rr od i - onstantly trying [0 r 11 me th t He will not be 
nail d <.l wn. Yet f fmd mething in my nature that keep on tlying 
o do that ery thing. Why do I feel I ha e t manag God? 1 there a 

linJe g d within me who must have hi prop It)' hi dOlU3in, his ca -
lie? 

God ill disappoint my e ery ~ rt to corn r llim. for He will 
b rvane ro no man. E en tho e wh know Him be t find Him a 
'trang ' r at ti . That is why my warm (prayer om time will meet 
th Ide t respon e and my deep Sl n' cI wj ll go um tisfied. Not 
often , of cours I but oft n enough to remind m [hat God must b 
G d. Ye t through it all, "T will n v r leav thee" (Hebrew ' 13:5, KJV) 
ring I ud and lear. That is becau 'e God's take in my alvation i ' 

gre' t. 

"Oh the depth of tbe riches botb of the wisdom and knowledge of God.' 
How Ltl1Sear hable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways.!' 
Ramal 11:33). 



JANUARY 4 
The Cult of ~ uccess 

I
Wili ah\~ly~ JIIClW (~()d rh,,, sOH'reign ri,~hl of refusal I arn \lH' 

God Ius promised me many t hing.'>. hut I al .. o am ~l\\:are (h~H (10 's 
ri~h[ to hl' Gud is .gr(> ~ll er [han Illy claim on thebe hle-"~ings . \X 'hL'n 

I reJ.d . "\Viltl I()n,~ lift, \vill [ ~<ltisfy him. :.md shew him Illy . ..,ah :uion" 
lP..,a lm 91: l(), 1\1\'), I am (,()l1lfortt'd . But wllL'n 1 rc~d of [11 ,c.;t' who 
",,'erl' "stoned . . sawn :J:-.unJer. . tt'mpreu . . . ~dnicted . torrnL'ni 
l'<.\" (I kh£c:'ws 11: .1/ . KJV) . I am cuntused . ./eslis Himse lf did no! enj()y 
long lift'. 

Tht' ps,l lmisl n .. 'llJi nd . ., ml~ (Iut jf I delighr in [he Lord and llIc:cli
late on T i ... \\ ronL "wha tsoever [1 do] shall rrosper" (P~Jhll I :.1, KJV J. 
The "cult ()f ."UU.·l· .... s" 1:lkl', a promise like [his :Hld make:"> It ah.-.olult.' . 
Then [ 11 ~ 1\(' prohlems. heGHlst' helievers in God an.: no[ alv-::..lY:' the 
rid1l'~l, heJllhit':-it. rHO,! hl \'ored pe pie U[1 l'anh . In fa L they art' [ht.' 
orposil(' . 

:\1)' (()mfol1 dm· .... flot lit.: in things. t:'H;n . pirilual thing. .... J cannor 

reJoIn.' In a ruiracu1ou,'" an"WtT to prJycT today and think [ will ~t1~ ays 
W'[ the :--anw kmd of :m.w .. :cr.' . '\-1y comforl itt'S in the accept:ml . of 
;l.)(.\'s nght [0 un a~ lit' wjlls with JIll' , l'\ 'en though \\ II:.!I Ill' \vilb m~ly 

:-.cer11 Olll(r;1 hctory It Hi~ pr(lmises. 
Sinu' 1 (annOI fathom (~ocl. [ must tnJ~1 Him. [ am l·n(:C-Jl.lr~I~<.'J 

tn tru st Him, not hC<':<Il1sc.: He pr()mi~e~ me thmgs. hut bl-'l·:.l u:-.e I [e i!:; 

,~()oJ. bol~ · . bir, :md dOL, ..... \ .... hat is right. In other \\'()rJ~, I el11 (niSI Hi.') 
\~/()rd hev:ltl."l' r Gin [ru,,, t H is char~ll"l.c r. Jesu~ is my t'x~rllplt' , for I It, 
tn.I.'-itcd the cilarac(er )f Hi-" heavenly Father irnrlicitly, t ' ( lmpit>lt'ly. 
:lnd thorollghly . That i:-. why He: oheyed His f~ther\ will ~() un.<;werv
ingly , e\'en though H fll ';In! J cross. Yet I mu .... t n:,memiler tha( my {rust 

in l;O(\ " 'ill Ilt'Vl'r he hetrayed, lllisplaccJ , or denied. H ' who m~lgni
fie~ His \\:('11'(1 :thO\'L' I [i,., 11<1l11e (:t.:'e Ps: .. tlm UH:~ , 1\11/) wil l '1..'(' rhat it is 

nOI. 

" '{hell the Lurti/J{(ssecl bl' in Ir IJIt (:! him and proc/cwlIl!c/. 'The f. j wi./. 
the Lurd .;(Id. (Omp((SSlIHW/(' aJld RI'(Acious, s/rm ' to Wlf!J:. r. {llld 

ultotuulmg 111 lUI ' rll~kmcln('s. · and truth , .. (E\-odus . N (j ) 



JANUARY 5 
The Et rnal Adventu r 

I 
will , by God's grac and power, keep the center 0 my life adju t

ed strictly to God's will, and let God k ep the periphery any way 
H de~ires. 

I will seek holine which results in wholeness) without whi h 
n man can e the Lord at a ll times. Wholeness i God-centeredness 
the Y ne thing needful," the "one thing I d ire and eek after, · the 
"one thing I do.' 

I will not pray for p ace, power succe o r frui t, for they are 
by-product of a relationship, not its condition.s. They are God' 
responsibility not mine . 

eith r il l I seek promotion honor recognition or acclaim 
for they also are by-produ and therefore outsid my phere. or 
will I re ent other to whom od give these token , but r will praise 
God that His will has been don in them. 

I will n Inger {{ive ambitiou ly for ends, fo r God purpose is 
proce , not de tiny. I never hope to arrive but th r to c ntinue with 
God in n ternal adventure, the re lilt of which i a c ntinual know-
ing of Him who j th I< nd" d eek for me. 

I will accept the fa t that the self- life is not only displ asing to 
God; it is His en my. When s If r igns, I am at war with G d and that 
leads t frustration, anxiety, and misery. I will th r fo r crucify the 
-elf-l ife and b at p a "vith God. 

I will realize thal when a ll i ' said and done, l owe my daiJy 
overcoming to th is one , olid fact: "Chri t live in me ' ( alatian 
_:20) . Therefore, I can y hon sdy "Tha nk e t God who gi us 
the victo ry thr ugh ou r 'Lord Je us Chri t" (1 Corinth ians 15:57). 

ill 0 one an serve tu 0 masters; for eitber be Will bate tbe one and love 
the olher, or be will hold to one and despi e tbe otber. You cannot serve 
God and ma mmon " (Matthew 6'24). 



JANUARY 6 
The Shame of the Cross 

I 
\vill learn to accept. and even enjoy: God's humiliating me. I must 
learn that God disc iplines me by embarrassing me. He did that 
with Simon Peter, "Get hehiml Me, Satan/" (Marthew 16:23 . italics 

added) . If [ do not !-ihame myticlf. that is. if I do not sense my need l } 

the point \l ht'rl' 1 feel shame, God will do it for me . To ft el 'ham IS 

really to judge mysdf; and Paul says if J do not iudge myself, God will 
have to do it for me (1 Corinthians 11:31-32). 

To he ash~meu before God is pa inful; to be put 10 shame hy 
God is more painful; hut th worst pain is to be put to shame by tilt, 

world . God wants In hurr me to correct me. so the 't;vorld will never be 
ahle to gt>l a lick :.It me Now I knuv .. .' what Paul meant in 2 Corinthians 
:~- 1 0 ahout godly ~orrow working repenttmre. 

God put Jesus to hame and grief Usaiah '53: 1 0), hut not for 
Him~l.'lf; it wa:-; for nw, There was nothing in Jesus that shame couJd 

improve, His shallll.' was my shame. in order that I might improve. 
The ~hamc of the cross i. constantly being worked out in me hily. If 
I accept it. then I enjoy Isaiah's word, "He who betieves . . . Ion I limj 
. . . will not he il hamed" (2H: 16 Amp.), 

It d()e~ me good to wear sackcloth occasi ma lly. 1 need to sit in 
the a 'h pdt' . God has no . poiled children . and He appl ie.~ the rod as 
often ~.L" [ need it to learn . If He shames me . it i." because He l ovt'~ 111c:. 
He decrees that good will come of me, [hat His image will he formed 
in m ' . To lhat eno , He shames me into sonship, but only thal His c:tt.:r
nal glory may r'lc1iale from me , for what son is there \I,.'ho is not disci
plmed hy his father (Hehrews t 2:7)? God is trearing me as a .son ( . 
6). Hallelujilh for tht> rod! 

"It isloF discipline tbat YU1' endure: God deals zdth you as with sml..'i: 
for what .50n is Ih(!"re u'h()m his fatber- does not dL,opli1-le?" ( Hehretl's 
12 , 7J 



JANUARY 7 
Becoming Angry with God 

Imut rea lize that unless I get angry with God 0 casionally my ded
ication is no t w rth a wooden nickel. Jeremiah got so frustrated 
with God that he aid God was Hke a "deceptive [changeable] 

brook" (jere miah 15: 18, NI ). Fu rther, he vowed he would not proph
esy for Him any longer (20:7-9), The o nly per o n who never got 
angry with God was Jesu , and that was because He understood His 
heavenJy Father so p rfe tly. Anger is a sign of two thing : I do not 
understa nd , but I are. God would rather have me angry wirh Him 
than indifferem to Him. 

I must be certain, however, that my anger is not pc vishness, 
Iik Jonah's. Peevishn says, "God wo n't let m ha e my way." 
Con erned ang r say , hI an t see the rela tion hip berween what God 
. ays H ill do nd what H is d ing ." Dav id's fru .. lra tion w ith God 
be ause of the death f zzah is a lesso n to me (2 Samue l 6:(}-20). 
David was angry because he sensed a contradiction in God , righ
teousnes ersu grace . That i th way it is with me. When God 
be om angry w ith me , it is because of my sin and r b lI iousne 
when r hecome angry wi th Him if i becau e o f liis righre usne , 
which I think is rigid. 

God is no t shocked by my occasional anger. But I mu t be qU ick 
t confess it. Chronic anger will lead me to cyn icism, wh ich God 
hates . Confessing m anger is a sign of faith . It say · "I don't under
stand any better but I (rust God anyhow. ' r must never assume that 
b cause I get angry with God I am a poor believe r. On the contrary, it 
is a sign of a developing rela tion hip with Him. If I am always correct 
wi th God, I do not know Him p rsonaUy. When I am fre to become 
angry, I am free to become my elf. And being mys le I am fr to 
grow toward Him. That is the key: t keep growing toward "the 
statu re of the fulness of Christ" CEphe ians 4: 13, KJ ) . 

''00 not be eager in your heart to be angry, for anger reSides in the 
bosom oj jools" (Eccie iaSles 7:9 . 



JANUARY 8 
The De-nes[ing Proce 'S 

!
Will :.H:ccpt God's "de-ne 'ling~ of me \vithoul remonstrance . To be 
de-nested by Goo is a sign that He feels I am reaching a level of 
marurity . A...:; a new Chri '(ian I am given personal l fatherly ;aucntion 

hy (',od for my gfO'W1h's sake. A new convert receives the qUIckest. 

fullest an,s\\:ers to prayers of any Chrisrian. Later on, God will s em to 
ignore my prayers. That is because He feels that now I am beyond the 
need f( r a~suran e; I can rely on H is naked Word. 

My first real shock as a Christian come~ when I begin lo feci the 
de-nestinp; process . 1 Jrn like a ch ild being weaned . God no longer 
seems close, familiar. The ~joy of .. . salvation" CP aim ')1: 12) Jims 
and may return only periodically. Feeling muM give way to faith ; 
dependence to independence. God begin.s to put me in alien hands. 
even Samn's ( -(, Job 2:6), He calls in other te(tchers to perfect my 
growth. Even Jesus \va.o..; not exempt . He was put "imo the hands of 
men" (Mauhl:w 17:22) , not for His o\\o'n sake. but for mine. His de

ne, tin~ began \vilh (he incarnation and ended with His hurial. Bur the 
process for Him was nothing other than , elf-sacrificial. Mine i ~ always 
educational. 

The ue-nesting process goc~ on lhroughout lift, . ThaL is why I 
can never have absolute tranquilliry here. The moment I learn my le: 
son in one pair of hand, , God farms me out to another. The important 
thing is my growth ; wha.t 1 feel is unimportant. God I ok ' for the 
image of Christ in me, not for my comfort . I may feel very upst..'t, di!-i
compnseu, fruitles ' , and aimless, and yet He rejoice!) becJuse He 
finds Jesus in me. It is a mark of tremendous gro'Wth when I ,.,et: God 
rejoicing and can rejoice with Him. It is positively thrilling to realize I 
can rejoice the heart of God. 

"The eternal God is a du. 1ellillg pluce, and underneath are !he l?l'erlasl
in~ arms " (De14terOtWmy j3:27). 



JANUARY 9 
The Succe s of . bedience 

I 
must I arn what Je u~ learned: co be ,. bediem unto detllh" 
(Philippian 2:8. KJV). 1 true oh dienc is umo death . That is a 
reversal of the world ' ~ tandard. "I will ob Y ifD is what the world 

says. The if means there mu t a happy ending. Anyone will meet 
conditions~ e en drastic ones, if he e his own way in the end. But 
that i nOl the h di n e of Chr' L Hi. xample wa "I ill obey 
regardte ." For Him, the "regardl "was not a heavenly deliverance 

ut a ro s. 
True ohedien L alway ucce sfu. Ir alway accompli he 

od's will. It i immaterial to me whether my cancer i cured my pro
motion achieve . or my 1 v d on . a d . If I hav obeyed , that i 

nough. [am u e ful. B Y nd that it i Jod' busine . If I in isc 
n a happy elf h ut m, then 1 am m ddling. The instant I obey, 

, uc ss i ' automatic- od's succe • not mine. Therefor , obedience 
carri in its If its hur.;t f prai . I am jubilant. not b cause my ship 
ha om in , but be au e it has gone ut. Maybe I will never see it 

again, but that L be id the oint. Th poi nt is, I hay launch d it 
unt God and now He i ~ re p nsible. 0 f prai, e d becau e He is 
w rking and I re t in I lis - tivity. 

J mu t be carefu l ro 0 y ~ rob dience' sake, and t love obe-
dience for the Lord's ~ake . hal a 1 vel (0 live on, loving it for His 
ake! In thi I have th example of my Mast r who aid I delight to 

do your will, m God' (Psa lm 40: ,. TIB) . 

UTnlSt In tbe Lord with all our hearl, and do not lean on your own 

understanding. In all your' waJ acknowledge Him, and He will make 
your path straight" (Proverb :5-6. 



JANUARY 10 
Justified Before God 

!
\\lill rL'alizc: that tht:' war \virh rn}' , elf-life i~ cbily- . (' en hourly [ 
canrH. l reach a statl; in which the war -ods and I am permanently 
delivered . No[ in this life . The .self-life is natura l to human heings. 

and :.1f[c:r each victory over ~df, the old tendency begins ro turn me 
hack to the tle~hp()ls. It is an everlast ing 'I .. var a relentless struggle. J 

conrinuous fight. But it is not hope/e. s. Christ impart') His life to neu 
tralize t h~ ,0.; If-lift:; :.LnU as I trust Him, He put<; it to death . But I must 
keep trusting I lim to keep pulling it [() de3th . or t'ISl' i[ w ili rdurn to 
(bma~e Illt' . 

I \. ill ah 'ays he prep<:Ired co justify my attiruJc:s, motive.". and 
hehavior hefore (,oJ. Instant confession is my means or kc<..:ping 

mysdf ' lean tn th light r must keep short accounLo.; v.,Iith God and ht' 
n::ady (0 givt' ,In explanatiOn 10 Him Ort demand. 

I \~' 11I not demand that God e xplain Himself to m e :H any time. 
I()f [his i~ chara 1 ~riS[iL· of lhe unregener.;l[t' man. J mu ·t he willing t<) 

let God h ~ llflrc:asuuhlc . In my vjew . if necessary. hecause H . i~ not 
nmct!rneJ with my und [-"landing but Q,,:ith my faith . The unregener
ate man set'S contradiction in the wurld and demanc± that (~od iustify 
Ilim .... e1f before hlfn; rhe: hclie \· ing man make~ no such demand hut 
ht:lieve~ Gud ·urft'm·'ly. H ~ is only concerned with kL'eping himself 
iustifled before God. 

I will endurt' harJn('~s 3:-; a good soldit:r of J ('su~ Christ. The sol
dit'f t'xC{"lIlCS {he wiJl of his ufficer. This means thl' ."uldier must he 
other-directed and ()th~r-compelled To louk in\'.!ard is fat~1 [0 the 
m~m of war. hut to look upward j , both hi salvation Jnd joy . 1 will :H 
~l ll lirnl'~ ~l't'k 10 ")")lease Him who called me to be a ,S()ldier'· (see 2 
TinH ilhy 2:4 L 

·"So let /1.', klloU'. leI us press on /0 knou' the l.()ra. His ,1!,uitlR /0I1h is as 
certain as the dau."ll: and He will come t liS like the raill. like the 
,\pri,z,"? raill U'(lletiIlR the I.!w1h ·· (llosea 6. 3). 



JANUARY 11 
People Ase Redeemable 

I
fiU -t I arn to distinguish b tw en "human nature and ·/people." 
Jesus did not tru t human natur , for "He Him If knew what was 
in man" John 2:25). Paul sa id he had "no c· nfid nee in the flesh 

[human na ture]" Philippian 3:3). Further he said he d id not want to 
)'~n{)\\' people according to th laws of human nature 2 Corinthian 
5: 16). I must pattern my relationships t pe pl as Je us did. 

Bu t that i where I fail. Ho can I distru 't human natu r without 
[j ring p ople? How an I love someone whose nature I cannot 
trust? 

I have ro bring a third person tmo the relation -hip . It must be 
tri ngle. I must ne er rela te to anyone without in luding JeslIs in th 
rel<ltion hip. If I do, I will irher become disappointed or suspicious. [ 
must rea lize that whil human nature i not redeemabl , p ople are. 
God cannot ave human nature, but H can save a per on from his 
nature. "God so loved th world'I-me world of p ople, not [he prin
ciple of human nature. 

tf I expect too much of my loved on s and fri nds. I wiJI be dis
appoin ted . Bu t I can expect infinities of them if I am trusting Je u in 
[hem. It i "Christ in you" who is 'th hope of glory" (Colo sian 1:27). 
I must alw' y look at people-en mies! riends, family-not a.s "you" 
but as "Chri t in you." Then my enemies will not e orne tlueacs and 
my 10 d ones will not become soa r . 

Lord, 1 need t k ep my temper and feelings ou t of the way and 
le t nothing interfere wi th Ii hris t in them, " which gi es me hope fo r 
what would be a h pete s [ t;1 k otherwise. The pm ntial p rson, n t 
th real, i ~ my goa l; and the potential keeps me from groveling in 
despair. 

"There/ore f rom now on we recognize no man a cording to the flesh; 
e en though we haz./e known Cbrist according to the flesh, yet now toe 
know Him thus no longer" (2 Corintbia1'ls 5:16). 



JANUARY 12 
Good in Others 

I 
"viII acknowledge rhJl to he e-a 'ily hurL offended , Lnlllllidateu , 
alarmed . or up e[ is r<.:a!ly a rn:lOifestation of the self-life; it is 
because J am not geltin~ my own way. or 1 am nor :Jccorded the 

place I think I de5Cf'T, or I am not given the sha re I chink ( am emi, 
tied ((), To feel fore\'er cheated . dt'pri\'~d, alienated. o r i,o.;O\aIC;U is to 

(aMt' whJt the llnregenl'fall' m~tn will taste foren . .'r-hell. 
Chrht dJed not only [U forgjve my :--;ins hut t() break sin 's hole! on 

01(.' . \X/hy should He binu the strong lI1an only to release him ro renew 
his ;Jttc.lcks on me? To inuulge ~i n i.'\ to forfejl on<: of God' ..... riches! 

pri ilq~e.'l . the personal power of 111l' cross in my lif ' . The pnwl.'J' of 

the cros.s and 111l' p()wer of sin <Ire mutually exclu.si\'e: Dne lr the: 
otht;'r dominates me. 

I will look for good Ifl others , but I ';\:ill nO[ he -urpnsed if I find 

evi l. If I find evil. [ will n )l feel (l(~r .... ()nally rebuffed. a~ in the cl.~t' of :.l 
frienJ who has failed me . or .'Onleone ~vho h<ls not Ji\(?d up ro my 
exp~ctati()n~ To fed rebuffed or hurt in ~llch case is an express ion 

of he self-life. [ will ~c.:ccpt human bein~5 a r find rhem-rersons 
capahle of redemption but just as capable or evil-and I will accord 
[hem the same treatment as Cllri,~ [ did. He oid not rely on [hem. but 
neitiler Jid He exclude them. He was not personally hurt by rejection , 
only sorry for the rei '('[cr. I Ie wa,':! not vengeful or vindictive toward 

those vdw hurt I lim, Ht> gladly forg:..1ve and kept oJh:Ting forgivene '5. 

\X/hen He sa\\' ;J glimmer of f:1i(h and Ion:" He rejoiced . 
The glory of Chri!'iti:m disciple. hip is to see the miracle of the 

emt'rgin~ person, "the new man in hri.'! ," and to realize I h:J.vt: had a 

r3rt in his newne::iS llfldt:r [he hand of God . Then I am ahle to say 
'>\' lth Christ. ,, [ Jnd the childrt'n God h<1s gi\'en me" (Hd)rt'w~ ... : 1.1. 
Berkl'ley), 

"NO ll' th(J.\(' n:bo he/(JI2f, to Cbrist Jesus haH! crucifiecJ tbt' .f7esh U1lth it 
P(..tssions and desires {( U1t:' lil'e by {he S[un'" let us at 0 lI.'alk by the 
.')jn·n/ " ((;atatia1l.s 5: 24-25). 



JANUARY 13 
od and No[ ing 

IWiIl make You the ba i of my trust, Lord. r will ace p[ Your demo
lition 0 my . urify, en though it j. painful. '\ h n I was a 
young hri tian I thought erythin wa God-and. It was God

and ble, log· God-and po er' G d-and fruitfuLne . ow I (hat 
e rythlng i ju t God-and nothing. 

ow r fully understand why God t t d Abrah m. faith y 
telling him £0 acrifice I. aa (G ne " 2). God giv but He a1 0 

takes away. He must take away. God ill nOI have me lrLJ tin any
thing other than Himself, n l yen a good 10 ely iliing like [ aac. 

od gi e m vibrant h alth then He ke i( away and leav . m 
weak and clinging. Why. T how me wher m ultimate tru. { should 
h . No Doner do I fin . om thing in whi h I can boa t than God 
[ak . way ilie obje t of my boa ling. Not had thing ut g od 
thin s! ermons, books, and artid s tell me constantly that the 

hrisrian life ' th greate , h rna t exciting the rno t r warding life 
, ailable. But they mi the poinr~ Th y t II m God adds, 0 much to 
me. As a resull , my Chr~. tian life n me a 'hamble through fals 
xpectancy. What really happens is that ad takes away 0 much . He 
ontinually r mav fr m m I~ v I)'thing [hat would make m 

earthbound s If~d pendent or . p ri 'n nter d. 
Why ere a many of th orintruan hri tian uweak . .. ickly 

.. . and [deadJ" (l orinthiar 11 : 0 KJV)? Becaus a thing had om 
etween [hem and God . G d will ( I rate no "thing" b tw en Him If 

and me-e en so dear # lhing a my"[saac." ut H will take nothing 
away without adding th larg r dim n ion f Himself to tak Its place. 
Once I ha given my d<:are '[ to Him, [ wi ll hear Him ay, .INow I will 
rally bles you" ee ene i 22:17) . 

. 'Yet those whu wait fo r th@ Lor, will gain neu trength: they urill 
mount up witb l.J)ings like eagl tbey will rnn and not get tired, they 
wiJ/walk and not become weary" (Isaiah 40: 1). 



JANUARY 14 
L 'jng. ~ot Possessing. Things 

I
va\\, to my God that I viII no longer practice ac:cumu!uti01l but 
dL'w:,mint~ t ion , The world and the flesh are alv.rays after me to 
~ar her in. to collect. to secure myself against Illness , old agl.' , «1-

tastfophe , and death Jt:!-us Sl'n t His disciples out wilh [h(' ~:ord: 

"[Takel neithe r gold, nor silver, nor copper in you r purses, nor a hag 
. . neither ~:o coats. neither ~hoes\ not yet a staff (Matthew 10:9-10, 

~SR13). Stran ge cqu irmem for His spirilll<ll flfmy! And yet. hO'\1.1 wisel 
Th soldier who enters a ballie overload d is already de feated. 

r must learn to liSt' ching.s without po 'ses!:iing them, a~ Paul did 
(2 .orirlliJ ians 6: 10). I am to seek first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousne '5 , then 1 \vi ll nm need to worry about my daily nLcessi
li .~_ God gives me things tc use ::mu to e njoy. not to id lize. 

When I can no longer usc someth ing. [ must give it to '\ol!leon _ 
\vho ':In, Jcsu~ \\'a dIe grear "giver-upper. " W'hen He died I [e owned 
nothing. 

I nlllS[ l~warL the \"odd's 'f)' . "You need this or that or the 
ntht: r [hing. ~ The '\vorkl is al\,;ays telling me what I need: and if I lis
ten to .'iuch talk. I \\liJi accumulate forever and yet never find satisfac
tion. How can the world tell [h di~(.i rlc what his needs are! Only (he 
weaL Pioneer of all disciples ca n do (htn (Hchrew~ 12: 1), 

Ho\\, true was BlInyan'~ picrure of Vanity Fair The main street 
\Va~ ('(rvereu \"'ith staU, , each one pos~e 'sing an arrractive ware. and 
each .;; t~ 1 1 keeper rushed ou t into the street to drag customer.. in to 

buy. The ~I,,'o rld cries, "Buy, huy . huy !" Bur the wise pilgrim will move 
right along. never daumed. nev f turned ~{side . 

Only in Chri~t i!'i th ore ~anj ty, and only the pilgrim is wi.~e . Paul's 

word 10 Timorh y \vas.: "God has .. , g iv 'n us a . pirit of , . . powef and 
love and discipline" (2 Timo{hy 1:7), What a heartenmg word of ht:a\
in~ in a hrokcn \\: ()rld ~ 

"!Ju.t seek first HLr:; kingdom and His '1,qbteousness: and all/hes£' things 
shall be added 10 you " (J-faltheu' 6:33 ). 



JANUARY 15 
To Obey L Better 

I
Wil! realiz that God xpect nly on thing of me-obedience. 
Thi ' bedience mu t b prompt and entire. [ musr I a no I bl at
ing h p" around. r mu t nt try (0 d v i p faith , I ve, or hope 

ror the e thing are elements of obed! nc. r mu t I try (0 develop 
piritua1 pow r. for this ' me result of ohedi n e. O bedience i my 

cone rn; th r 'ults of bedience are d's can rn. Obedience is 
God' ay of testing my dis ipJ hip' therefor, d ' commands may 

m trange to the natural mind. [ mu t obey God' COffi-

man~ literally a possible- there can be no .. piritualizmg away 
what G d l Ii me to do. 

I will ace pt Christ a my l~ a 11 a my avior. He is the 
a inde d , but He i also the w y- hower. H how~ me the life 

that plea - rhe ~ather, and thus L can a oid lh mi takes of the oppo 
. i(e kind f ljf . He died for my ins. Ul this W·· . only to make wa . 
o r the go I He ha for me- His lif in me. It is life. not death, that 
od is intere te in. Whenever death occurs it is only a mean to n 
nd and the only life lhat plea e (h Father is that which the o n 
xhibit d on this anh . Being " a ed y H' life" (R man 5:10) is Lit
rall nd n ce arHy true. Christ s life i [h absolute antlLhe i of the 
elf-lif . I lift up my life to Christ ~ I can immediately ee my 
ggedn again t Hi perfection. Then lher must be con~ ion of 

in and SUIT nder to that life. Then I pIe e th Father also . "Chri ( 
wh i my lif " i more than a mott a catchword. It ' a gloriou real
ity. for Christ mak me more aLiv than any oth r p rson can. And 
the life I I gi me arries me forward ith it, inborn drive to glory 
(Colo' ian. 1 :27) . 

'Behold to obey is better than sacrifice, and to be d than the fat of 
rams " (J Samuel 15:22). 


